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Jamuary 18, 1945.

Dear Mr. Fayne.
1 don't think I need tell you how pleasant it has been to me to read your letters.
1 thought when I read them that, like Gussy, here is a gentleman of "tact as
judgment". But seriously, I thank you very sincerely for the very kind things you say
‘about my writings. 1 have said before, but I will say again, that it is a real pleasure
and solace to an old bean, now getting into the sexe and yellow leaf, to know that his
work bad value in the eyes of his readers, and that he is still kindly remembered by
them.
‘You tell me that you "hated" the poor stuff that supplanted my writing some-
times in the paper:
Martin Clifford di

numbers written by the A.P. hacks. _Although it was, naturally, a heavy blow to me
to part with the happy crowd of schoolboys who had been my daily companions for so
long, it is a relief o have done with that kind of thing. _But although I shall never
again write Tom Merry or Billy Bunter, I shall not be idie: 1 am now writing.
"Careroft" for a publisher whose manners and customs are very different from those

what he finds under the name of Frank Richards will really be written by Frank and
by nobody else.  During the continuance of the War not much can be done: but some
ot etorien of my new schoolare appeating in FIE, oud there s 8 bagpy prospect

of publication on a wider scale when the war comes o an end -- which surely cannot
be very long now.

ILike your remarks on the subject of Trimble and Grundy -- mere echoes, It
is true, of Magnet characters, You are right, oo, in concluding that the genuine
Martin Clifford took the Gem in hand again at the finish, and there was hope that the
old paper would become itself again, when the war came, and knocked it on the head.

Frank Richards hopes -- as hope springs eternal in the human breast! - that
“Carcroft" may take the old place of Greyfriare, and that his old readers will like his
new school. My own opinion is that Carcroft goes one better: and if my readers
egree, then il will b calm and bright

have come across that old article in Horizon? It is nearly five years
14, yet o continually hear mention of it. 1 really do think that it was a fairly complete
auswer 1o George Orwell: and I subscribe whole-heaztedly to your opinion that the
man was an ass -- at all events, in his lucubrations on the subject of Frank Richards.
In other matters he is quite a good writer, and his reviews in the 'Observer' are
generally well worth reading.

Lam more than pleased to learn that you liked the "Rio Kid". 1may confess
thae {4k b very much myael: e came L  very agresabe change trom my
usual writing, and -- better than a else - the AP, were kind enough o let
me koep Wi ityeet s B oL b M b iy DL i’
were never allowed to mangle him. 1 was rather afraid, when I introduced the Rio
Kid, and "King of the Islands" into the Magret, that the readers might "tumble to the
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fact that all these authors were one and the

bt apparently few did.
Once more, thanks for your extremely interesting letter: and I shall hope to
hear some day that you have seen "Carcroft" and like it betrer than either Gem or
Magnet!

June 21, 1945.

Dea Mz, Faye,

thanks for your letter of the 9th. It is very interesting to hear that you
are cataloguing 8 "muge tollecton of Ger and Magnete, 1 am glad you ha more
sense that | had in 1940, when I handed over a mountain of old numbers in the paper
shortage. Considering the number of forms I have seen since, that sacrifice was
bardly needed: Luckily a couple of hundred o so were at a different address and out

but 1 am particularly interested
in this little episode, for I always had an idea that a reader who gave attention would
the difference.  But I imagine that in most cases the Gem readers fancied that
Martin Clifford had gone off his form, and being bored with the stuff, simply gave it
up.  The circulation had dwindled very near vanishing poiat, when the poor old paper
was given & new lease of life by reprinting Martin's old series from the beginning.

1 think you are right that the final series was the best: Martin Clifford was very glad
10 get the paper back again, and he oy veilg haen sbecs. O o b ez
it would now probably be going very s
Sometimes it glves me & e shock even now to reallse that Tom Merzy and
Billy Buntex and the rest are gone for over, But one has to bite on the bullet; and it
is not much use crylng over spilt milk. 1 hope and believe that "Carcroft” will take
the old place of Greyfriars. It may interest you to hear that another scholastic
hment has now come into existence -- Frank Richards is never short of a new
00l when required, and can produce one like  abbit out of a hat: This time it Is
freii T bty publishd i lsle /- volumes.
Pape shoriage it e size while expanding the pice only hope that the
xeader wil consider that qualty atones for Quantey -~ or the lack thoreot, It 19
Tather a curious story:  the publisher i an old Magaet reader who fanciod the dea of

series of schoolgirl volumes by "Hilda Richards". 1 don't remember whether 1 have
mentioned to you that I was the original "Hilda Richards" of the School Friend, author
of "Bessie Bunter and Co," The paper was taken out of my hands after a short time -~
one of my sorest recollections. It really does not seem Tight to me to get an author
0 set a thing going, and then pass it on to others, who had not ntelligence enough to
beginit. However 1 am so terxibly afraid of becoming an old bean with a grievance
that I try to dismiss all such things from my mind. But if Mx. Merrett's plan
materialises, "Hilda Richards” will be writing again, and it will be all genuine this
time.
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id I mention to you that I have written an autobiographical article for
Hurshison's, SATURDAY) BOOK?, As 1 bock s priced 1 15/, L abweys basn v
add that it can be obtained at the libraries soon after publicat Present-day prices
Tather scare an old ean lie mysel, who remérmbers buying & complet editon of
Shakespeare published at 1/~ in the early nineties. If you come across SUMMER
PIE, 1 should like to hear your opinion of the Carcroft story therein when the spirit
moves you again to write.

August 9, 1945,

Dessialeckeniy.
nk you for your letter.  Yes, I thought it was up to me 1o barge nto the

matter of argument, it has a rather serious aspect. reulates all over

Mz, Leon Stone of New South Wales 1s vesy kicly sending me some 4. 5.0

not yet received a copy containing the original reprint from GEN which began
01 he porher. - The Wer tce have st ou & contradiction o the editor of GEN,
t0 be printed in that paper -- and perhaps in the fulness of time [ may see a copy of
the same.

Yam qule vague about the umbe of Mgaca which wers ntezplated by che
toads. They used to irritate me t00 much for me to keep them 1 look at them.
1had an impression of about thirty, or perhaps fifry.
think, the number ma
it ran to 100.

‘it a2 M. Cander seoms to
have been considerably greater, though I can hardly think that
‘There was none during the last ten years of the paper, and that is all
I can say with certainty. The dud Gem ran to 200 or 300 I believe. ~There will never
be any more of this kind of thing, for some time ago the Ar 5

t0 give me an undertaking, in writing,

2 A s S e

as Merrer's are goim the gixls of Headland House" by the charming Hilda.
bl o Tate b o Bkl using the work of other writers

under my name was that I had to0 much to do and could not keep up the supply. This

ol a5 5 b o iy e sy G bestnd 56 o Aol OF emathé
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Inever bad to complain of lack of work -- as fast as one series was taken away from

me, another wes started, and I was always producing my million and a half words a
. But, I never could get over the writings of others being published under my

me - it "got my goat" from the start, and is still getting it. The A.P. never
stV it only be carried on successtully by the same hand that
began it.  Once the characters were brought into existence, they fancied that any Tom,
Dick or Harry, could carry them on. I have no doubt that if they had published music,
and Beethoven had started the Nine Symphonies for them, they would have stopped iy

at No. 4 orNo. 5, and employed a man, at a pound a week to carry on the series --

afer anorher. 1 have dealt at considerabl length vit tis quetion n my
Awobiography, which, I am atesi, isthe reason why it is eld wp " puishers are
uch more wary than authors:

P.S. It may interest you to hear that Frank Richards has written a litrle i !

b 15 ox 20 minutes adiotime -~ which i tobe put on he air by the BIC.

on quite different ling hing 2 o wih school ox chosliop: dealing witha.
7oung man named George, the scene Iatd variously s Susbion, Kenya, and the South

Seas.” 1don't know at present when it is booked to emerge on the atmosphere: but

10 doubt this will be amnounced in due course in the Radio Times. So if you are

interested, there is an item for which to keep an eye open.

November 4th, 1945.
Dear Mr. Fayne,

you for your letter which was as welcome and as pleasing as ever. [
could vigh s we ad been corzesponding years ago.

o there was a time when you had a doubt whether I actually wrote  the stores
in the last year of the Gem. 1 assure you that I did write them - every one of them.
oo tings but mine v, 2 it were, thaugh my own opinin i that "y were the
best stories I ever wrote for that paj

Tas inrigied by what you sud about the Grepriazs Herald, It 1s quite
remarkable that you have the original Herald, published in the Kaiser's war. Hinton
and 1 did it between us - I think it was his idea - and | wrote almost everything in it.

o rightly guess, I created Herlock Sholmes and Dr. Jotson, rather
irreverently | must confess and I believe that readers liked them. The paper finished
very suddenly owing to the shortage of raw materials, and caught us on th
Hinton had some H.S. stories in hand at the time, and these were published later in
one of the other papers - the Magnet, I seem 1o remember.

I'm glad that you liked the Benbow tales. They were a complete change for
me, and I enjoyed writing them. 1 think they went down well with readers, and 1
really forget why we sen Drake and Rodney to Greyfriars. It's a long time ago, and
1 have had a lot to think of since then. But the people at the top made peculiar
decisions sometimes. 1 suppose we had a reason for linking Drake with Ferrers

Locke. 1 know there were Greyfriars stories in the stock pile, and they were used
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later in the Magnet, the Holiday Annual, and, perhaps, clsewhere. So everybody
was happy, as Bob Cherry would say.

Macdonald picture of Tom Merry is delightful as you so truly say. You
must value it highly. Mac is a good chap, and he and I are good friends.

January 9, 1946.
Deas Habert Machin,

Very many thanks for your letter, seat on to me from the BBC. I am hearing
from o o many old Magut ceaders wio lstned n 0 my broadcastte other
ot yourlter e perticlarly plessan. When | read your descripion o me asthe

“creator o the finest boys' stories ever writen'", | almost went to the telephone to
order a larger size in hats:

o seem t have & xemasiatly good memoryto old Magoes ad G
note that you spe o 1 ke
i story bt of al th Gem tht “Marn Cfiora ove o
the "Greyfriars Herald" when it was only One Halfpenny! Times
those days! Do you remember that wonderful detective, M. Herlock Sholmes -
did you guess that Frank Richards was the author thereof? It is hard to believe, in
these latter days, that papers were ever published at haltpenny or penny. 1 had quite
a shock when I learned that my "Sparshotr” numbers were to be published at 1/- each.
Yot I am told tat te diion 80 far prined wen of ust s he o1dpeny mmbers
st g Times are changed inde

s very isesesing b but Wt you roud some o e mumbers 0 the boys 1n
your cass, "1 ik should cter avelked o b o uch 0 1 was a boy!
| ol bave preerred, sty Treasue lland o the ot ey
since uterly forgocen wat he rule of chree

e spor f aéacas somerimes, inking it | sl nver wete sgein

abou Greyisars and . ' and Rookwood. Al heve. scholys were vy sems
me, as they seem to have been to many of my readers, and it was a blow o parc with
them sl Hoveve it 88 case o I ol et mort, vive le ol 1 i ot a0
imeresting (0 write sbout Turkey 4 o., a Catcroft, and Plum and Co.
Sparsi Harry Trent and i rends ot Oakrst, and Tom righ Ferndxle.
oat Mg G rosdor aoe s vhrove o o pall hope
some of them may twke a lking t the new chaxacters that play thelx part therein.

s very much flatered when I received a letter the other day from  reader who
confessed that he was sixty, but sl a keen xeader of Frank Richazds: - Long may he

ave:

steemed letter'” s not of “terrific" length! Wathah not: 1 have
read it znmugﬁ twice with great pleasure, and can only thank you very sincerely for
the kind things you say.  1am very pleaded that my broadast inspired P e
0 me. Indeed, 1f broadcasting brings me many such agreeable letters 1
e abat et o BAC, that, like Master Bencclct, | "must always be talking. -
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October 1, 1946.

Dear Jack Overhill,
Many thanks for your letter. It is very kind of you to say such extrem

pleasant things about the stories I have written.  As you tell me that you ws i Jouz-

Sell, this is all the more flattering. Writing is Tather an uphill business in these

days of paper shortage. A great deal of what I have written since the end of the War

is suil held up by want of paper. 1 believe that many quite good books are turned

two years since I wrote my "Autobiography”, and it was bandied about here and there,
and has only just found a publisher willing to spare paper for it. Aud at this very
miscte, & Manchester puliaher has ver 400,000 yorce of my copy, which e bas
nobly paid for in advance, and which he cannot find paper to print

find that "the editor regrets” o "the publisher cannot see his way"
only that worrying paper question all the time!

It is very pleasant to read that your boy followed in the parental footsteps as
L o cfthe Maguar. ' the v it ld Gem s Magpate you possessrs worth

g very rare, and axe much sought after, and
Quite abeurd prices ate aften offered for them. . 1 heard the ouher day o & calector
giving 12/6 for an old double -number of the Gem called "The House-master's H
Coming".  Usually they fetch about 1/- each.

But you mustn't say that when you reached "adult age” you were "growing out of
boyish fiction.” It 1s quite true that "Greyfriars" was written primarily for young
people: but it was designed for people of all ages, and there is deal in it that
ia ovazloked byt Loy dnd more afpreciated by the adult, _ Viany o my resders
confess to such ages as sixty and sixty-five: 1 have lately heaxd of one of §0. It s,
ntacr, a deluge o Ittt trom old readovs, almost Al now adule, which ha
determined me to resume writing "Greyfriars”, which I had regarded as dead and

" Very iy b do

December 20d, 1946.

Dear Jack Overhill,
 real pleasure to read your leter. Congrawlations, my dear boy:
I shall place an order in good time for the "Snol", with my booksellex, and shall look
forward to reading it. I hope most cordially that the options on your other books will
be taken up.
“The writing business is not all beex and skittles, and it 15 always pleasant to
ez o & apot o 1ck coming 1o ny wisdes ofthe pan o tpper of th cypewier,
happens, 1 have a book coming out about the same time - that is, in the
spring - as it has been decided that Greyfriars is to be revived, and this will appear,
o 1 i, S T vl ot D W, EEMARGTGE AT G, AR
that "The Suo’ and "Blly Bnvr of regtrars Sl willrun eck-snd-nsck in
the Best-Sellers Stal
Nox my deus boy, 1 cant ask you to call, for the lamentable reason that I am
100 0ld to see visitors. Don't think this ungracious: 1always have to make the same
veply. 1 just love reading letters from old readers: but at my age an old johany has
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0 be assembled like an engine for interviews. But if you'd like to hear my dulcet
voice, it will be audible on the radio on December 23rd, at § a.m. short wave,

February 25th, 1947,
Dear Jack Overhill,

‘You must forgive this rather late answer 1o your letter of December 11, |
hardly know how the days go, they pass so quickly. That is what comes of getting
back to Greyiriars, and rolling Billy Bunter off the typewriter again!

1 was deeply interested in the story related in your letter. You had a hard
TOW to hoe: yet you seem to have pulled out in a very happy way. It is strange how
fortunes differ. ~ I found everything easy in youth - | wrote my first story ata little
nd this good luck went

eation bang-over, and the prostom of living through the War on an income of Nothing
@ Year! You had it in youth. 1 had it in age! I suppose we all get it some time or

On the whole I think you had the better luck, for you tell me that you
bﬂy and s izl God bless them
em 10 have & wonderful memory for the old 4 papers. (L evr forgst
P about them, | think | shai drop you a ine ad a
el you that | am now writing Greyfriars agein? The frst volume comes
autin & ew weeke, publised by Chuslon St Lok 5 Manors Road, Lond
$-W.19, ook form in these days - the Magnet s gove for ev
have been continually astonished by the interest taken in the revival of aty
TR e e dreamed that 50 many people had even heard of him.
If you read the Daily Herald or the News Review you may have seen the articles on
the subject.  Even our local reporter blew in one day for an interview for the local
paper - having heard that W. G. B. had come to life again. They sent me some.
reprints of his article, and I enclose one, s it may amuse you. Don't bother to
vewr it - I have a dozen.
How things change in a long life! You wouldn't notice it much as a lad of
forty-four: but it amazes me sometmes, For example: in the Daily Mail of
January 18th, Norah Alexander had an article on Bunter. Imagine my surprise on
getting a letter on the last day of January from a man on the Gold Coast vho lad
the aticle, and so got in touch with me! B.O. A, C. had flown out that issue of the
ail, he had read i, and writen to me on the 25th, by AL Natl, - Young people now
take all this in their stride. But I can tell you that it would have made us rub our
eyea in the 1880's.  Distance seems to have ceased to exist, when a London news -
Paper is read in West Atrica a few days afrer publication.
You interest me very much by what you tell me of your writing, Good luck
texs’ doors be flung wide open. These be tough days for
scribblers, with paper worth its weight in gold - if there were any gol
this, and cuts in that, tll we feel s if we were getting the Chin
‘death by a thousand cuts"

O for the happy 1850's when there weren't any plamners!
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‘Thank you, my dear boy, for an interesting letter.

Lath May, 1047.

Deax Heshers Leckenby,
ny thanks for the Collectors' Digest. Not merely excellent, but
cccelentatnor
It looks now as if "Billy Bunter of Greyfiars School” may be along in June. 1

have just seen the proofs of Macdonald's pictures which I like very much. Frank
Richards is now planning the second volume.

YAy, Jou may be interested t heu that aotier publsher villproby
be producing "Billy Buntex’s Christmas Annual” in time for next Christmas.
will be @ miacellany, comaining stories by Frank and il Richards, Mariin Clford,
Owen Conquest, Ralph Redway, etc. , with some verses and cross-word puzzle, and
50 on - all the work of my own fair hands! It is not settled yet whether it may not be
called " Trank Richazds" Christmas Annual, but, as our od friend from Stratford

emazked, "What's in & name?
peaking of cross-words, the idea has been mooted of "Frank Richards”

Cross-vore Pubte ook This, if it materialises, will contain about two dozen cros:
word puzzles in English, and one cach in Latin, French, lalian, German, Spanish
and Portuguese, by way of variety. 1 have always thought that cross-word puzzles in
foreign languages would be very useful to students; indeed I think they might very
well be used in schools. It will be an interesting experiment anyhow. Pectape you
may have come across my Latin cross-word puzzle in "Modern Boy" al
years ago, or the French one in an early Greytriars Anmal. 1 was quite sumtuud
By he nteresthe oaders seemed to take in them;  especialy th Latn one which
evoked 4 great dealof corzespond

1 el me abovt tove ol rumbers of the Realm {s extremely interesting.
"King Crickew: binge ek happy memories. ALl the world was young when that
story was written, and | remember how | enjoyed writing it. It is very pleasant to
read that you liked it. "Cliveden” was in the Herald, and it lasted, 1 think, quite a
long time. 1 remember my talk with Hamilton Edwards, when the series was mooted,
481 1 were yesterday; and it must be forty years ago. ~ Father Time seems (o step
on the accelerator sometimes:

June dth, 1947,

Lar frex twenty-five years -~ you made up your mind to
write to me, for your letter has given me very much pleasure. Many old readers

ou can guess how very pleasant it is 1 me to know
that sometimes I may have brightened days that would otherwise have been cloudy.

it 13 very amusing to think of you greeting your friends with Bob Cherry's
allo, hallo, hallo: ms to have been rather a favourite, and really I think
he was a good and thoroughly healthy fellow, not at all a bad model for any boy to take.
I remember remarking in an article I wrote in 'Horizon' a few years ago, that if any
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oy bad an nclinaton to become 8 Tohskot, | boed tat reading he Magnet might
turn him into a Bob Cherry -- and I still think t e. have been writing

down the Remove passage - 5o real to me that I seem t0 hear it as it clicks off on

At the present moment I am "Martin Clifford” once more, writing of Tom
Merry and Co., a book which is to follow the Greyfriars book later in the year,
Since the war I have been writing Sparshot, Headland House, Topham, Carcroft,
Oakhurst, Ferndale, and other things -~ but it 15 Just oy 1o get back to Greyfriars
u0dSt, Bv'e, 1 can ony bope, my dees oy, tat e geseation of readard will

‘The picure enclosed in your letter is rellly remariable, s ita copy of an
old Magnet illustration? -- 1 seem to recall it from an early number. I used o
draw a il bu o within miles of i

uaa' el *cukd” about ling  Fratk Rictarda, who s kg
ey oft somentuies 1o e e sniwer Iouers oom old readers.  Aud yor leter s
given me 50 much pleasure that you really must not let st
elapse before you write again.

oy 314, 1947,
Dear John Robyns,

Thank you for your letter of June 12th, It was very pleasant to read that your
little girl of ten likes the old Magnets, bless her little heart. 1 hope the little dear
may like the Bunter book which you tell me will be coming to you.

JBly Dter” o now deincly ixed for August, ater so many dlaye caused
by the fuel crisis.
see it at last. | wondered a good deal how Greyfriars would "go” in book ot
the publisher, who came to see me a week or two ago, set all my doubts at rest.
Indeed what he told me almost made me rub my eyes. He is budgeting for 50,000 -~
of which 10,000 had been taken up by the beginning of June. Who would have thought

You can guess that this made me very happy. It isn't so much the success of
the book, though of course that means a good deal o me, but knowing that 50 many
people have a kind remembrance of Frank Richards. It 18 worth while o be old when
the yousger penasectn aze 60 ded,
hance you are a film fan, it may intexest you that Moore-British News

AL el day to put Frank Richards into a picture. It will be a longer.
film that the Pahe Pictorial last year, and Macdonald, who did the pictures for the
Bunter book, comes into some of the scenes. They expect to release it about the end
of the year.

Did youave: bae tht Frak Richarde weed 1o wita s b e atsles dayn?
One of these, a duet called “Tell me, What 1 will shortly be republished by
Ascherberg's, who originally published it more ym. han I want to remember.
It has been out of print for at least thirty years, and it will be quite curious 1 see it
about again.  After this, 1 shall expect somebody to dig up the stories [ wrote in
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Yes, I certainly know Mr. Exic Fayne, as & "pen-pal”, and have had some e very
pleasant letrers from him. But the picture of Tom Merry you refer to cannot hay
been my work. 1 had only one picture in the Gem, and that featured Arthur Augustus
D'Arcy. Itwas in a very early number -~ hefore 1909, I think.

A film producer called on me yesterday, with a proposition to film the Bunter
book. lsn't that curious, when it is not even published yet, and won't be for five or
six weeks to come? 1 liked him and his ideas very much, but I wonder what would be
the public reaction to Billy Bunter on the silver screen,

July 17th, 1947,
Dear Tom Johnson,
my thanks for your letter with the enclosures, which I have read with the

greatest intexest. 1 did not know that I was waking up a musical genius!

It was pleasan o come upon your photograph in "Merseyside Musicans”. A
very genial counsenauce, 1t 1 may say o asant as your letrer:
Peaise of the Dust" specialy nerentes m s my venerable piece which
Aaclvexbexgllra Xeviving i3 dust, though noe an lnstzumental one, ~ Worda by
Frank Richards; music by Una Hamilton: my youngest sister. It may interest you
that my sister was a student at the Royal Academy of Music, in its old Hanover
quarters in those days. 1am myself a mere dabbler in music, though never at a loss
for words!

1 have inquired for several of the pleces in your list, and looking forward o
theix arrival. It is very curious and Interesting to me to note thn rry maried
occupations and professions of old Magnet readers who write to
must be an extremely interesting one. 1 can guess that interruption stowes ﬂv= s
was something of a jolt: my experience was similar in a way
mostly idle so far as writing was concerned: but music s a pmgreanve o
camnot have heen ey o casey on from the ol wher It web 1o off 1 Femember
4 stoxy of a violinist in the other war: his sergeant asked him why he was down in the

‘That's all Tight: you won't come back!" Which

hall hope to hear some of the fairy stories you mention on the air, Fairy
tales have had a charm for me for seventy years and will always have, I think. |
have done many mysel, for home consumption, and have sometimes toyed with the
idea of making a volume of them, but there is always something or other to take up

e a story, uncle: " and Uncle
0 play up: sometimes very much o the detriment of Tom Merxy or Billy Bunter.
This e et o mw twenty, and thinks not about fairy tales, but such weight
mattezs s the Reconstructon of Europe! and Waman's Place in olicis: 1 sl preex
1y tales mys

Y rne wisecast time you broadcast. 1 should be delighted t0 Listen in,
I have not broadcast myself since last Christmas, when I gave the wide world the
interesting information that Billy Bunter was coming back. This was on the Pacific
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and African Services. 1 should certainly be very glad to read one of your published
short sories,  On musical sublecs, no doub. | treated this subject once P
tory - not very seriously, 1am afraid: it was "The Case of the Lost Chord!

Heriock Shlmea being engaged o discover whas ad hecome of . Bt perhae you
never made the acquaintance of that wonderful detective!

In your article on Radio Music you remark that you axe not wholly in fevour
of opera on the air. The reasons you give are good: nevertheless, 1 should guess

Melba or Tetrazzin (| coud elp . _ In these laiex ey 1 do't o beyond the
garden fenc hat should I do for opera but for the BBC? The radiogram is a
Yery poor sbetone, . “Acson, dress, 1 scenery” count for & good dal, 10 o
but after all the music is the thin x, 1 bave only to close my eyes while
istening-in to recal th cone. T have ofven 2ot mysale vesy fotiate, sincs
one must grow old, to have grown old in the age of
much that I should have missed sorely. 1 should im0t BB e
operatic programmes, with perhaps a little more care sometimes In the selection of
singers.  But one must not be t0o critical of a great blessing. So, my dear boy,
‘when next you write on adio music, you must remember the old beans who are o
Longer able to get about, but who still want all they can get of Wagner, Verdi, Berlioz
and Saint-Saens.  Neither do we always lose a great deal by hearing without sosng --
& Blump middle-ged ldy n such o it s Gld i bt heard han seen:

Tomeraber & "Sumeo 8t Nice where the scenery was o grotesdue a8 1 spol e
whole thing.

But I am running on oo long.  Once more thanks for sending me the articles,
which I xeturn herewith,

August 11th, 1947,

Dear Tom Johnson,
 thanks for your letter with the poem and story, returned herewith, 1

like your verses very much. You say I am to see "how ba but you
don't do yourself justice. It is very pleasantly written, But -- it 1 may say 80 --
ihar "xerured brother” wouldt doi _ Heis such 4 very old acquainance that he must
be considered as having served his turm, | remember a popular song of  abos ity
Jears ago called "Ate the Bel” of which  fow iaes linger in my mem¢

Too late the truth, dear,

Itis nm! that that brother disappeared into the Ewigkelt. 1am sure you won't mind
g this: for the little story is so pleasantly written that I liked it, notwith-
Fanding i prebistori thame.
e been able to get some of your musical works, though some appear to
ba outof prin. . by depleied eyesight Joss notallow me 1 Tead wtle 1 mews
lateer days, so I had to wait fox a friend to come in and play them over to me

which
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made a very pleasant evening. I had Spouighr', “Lucky Boye" axd the Scharao. By
ihe way, it may iverest you ha anoer friend, o tesches music in London, came
in and heard the last-named, and took & fancy t it. She is & lady now getting on in
years, who was a pal of my seter's at the Rayal Academmy of Mussc 1t long, long,
ago, and has been teaching ever since. ok e tha oo watd s piace o two
pianos for some pupils, so I made her  present of your it nd by this time |
have no doub that it is being hammered and thumped by vigorous young hands:

Yes, you are right about the musi n the o Greytaiars Ammual, 1 tink i
was the 1921 volume that had a song about Arthur Augustus D'Arcy in it, with the

to dazzle the public one of these days. But it is a long, long way to the Tipperary of

Tin Pan Alley!  Want of paper afflicts the Charing Cross Road as much as Fleet Street.
Lam not surprised to hear that you have many. things sl in MSS. per

famine seems to grow worse instead of better. Last year I had no fewer than six

series going on happily -~ bt the paper famine has cut them off i the bloom of thet

¥

Greytriars School.  Why nor? 1 should be very pleased o see it 1 camnot quite
und why there is such a rush for the Greyfriars
ighs ot oo e thing happen in the case of a Greyfriars Sulte?

Pexbaps you may have seen my Bunter Song in one of the Annuals. We are
now planning to republish this separately, -~ on the tail of the Bunter book,
werel I should like to hear something more about that suite, if you carry on with the
idea. 1 should rejoice with my whole heart if you made a hit with it.

Do you chance to be & reader of the Manchester Guardian? There was a very
amusing article in the issue of May 27th, : on the ibioct of Prank Rckasds and
Greyfriars. It is an extremely good paper, and now that Lt s come my way, | ake
St reqularly. It doasn's say much for merropolian entorpris the best news -
paper in the Kingdom 13 published in Manchoer.  But undoubtedly i s so.

November 17th, 1947,
Dear John Robyn:
161 very Hiod of you to end ma the “"Argus" cuttings, and the issue containing
Peter Black's rejoinder to my letter to him, The fact is that I liked his ureicle, not-
withstanding a few inaccuracies, so I sent him a few lines: and I have
pleasant leter from him in eply. It has been a very agrecable episode, for which
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1 bave to thank you, my deas
“and 1am sl more plensed by your letter nus ‘morning, giving me the name

and address of a young man to whom I can send a copy of Bunter in Braille when 1t
comes out. This really is very, very ribgi e —
young, is a texrible thing, and I do not wonder that you feel a y for him,

more than half-a-century since, but I bave never forgotten the impression it made on
my mind.

‘Billy Bunter's Bixthday Present" will probably be published in Braille early
next year, and more stories will follow. It has now been suggested that my book
‘should be printed in Braille when cixcumstances permit, and both the publisher and
myself have willingly given our consent: but the quantity of paper required would be
80 great that it does not seem to me feasible in the near future.

‘Thank you once more for your kind action.

17th November, 1947,

Dear Hesbert Leckenty,
nk you for the ever-welcome and ever-interesting C. D. and your letter

shall be very glad to have, and which will in due course adorn my study wall, next to
the photograph of a delighttul little kid with a gorgeous smile which came from a
Birmingbam reader. I note on your cover that Robert hasn't dis-remembered about
Bunter's checke s ouz azcet

ue hark you spectaly o your extremely pleasant and gactying aricle
huded "The Event of the Season”. . The last paragraph caused me 1o lean bck as

Tule my thoughts trn to the future, not the past: 1 don't know why,

o b e optimist. But this time I couldn’t help running over in
my mind the intervening years between the first number of the Magnet and the first
Greyfriars book - thirty-nine years n all: What has - or rather what has not -

pack a bag and a typewriter, and catch a train or a boat - writing a few Magnet chapters
in Paris, a few more in Lausanne, and finishing the story in Venice, - no permits or
visas, not always even bothering about a passport: I hear people now sometimes
‘speaking of the "bad old days", but I can't help thinking that the world went very well
then. And think of newsprint at £10 a ton, and as much as you wanted: They
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Jolly old days when the Magnet and Frank Richards were both young. Actually, [
been writing for less than twenty years when the first Magnet came out. Curm\mly
enough, I don't fecl a day older while sitting at the typewriter - though when I get up,
Lam reminded at once that Time has marched o
1 lked Exic Fayne's article ton. 1 bad an idea thac it was going 10 be criical

but if this be criticism, it is a very agreeable medicine: and the patient can "take it"
and even ask for more! Mr. Fayne as a critic reminds me of Byron's pirate chief -
"He was the very mildest-mannered man that ever scuttled ship”. Only on one point

lemur - Mr. Richards DID fecl that it was a great occasion - for him it was a
tremendous occasion. Mr. Richards was feeling, when he wrote that story, like a
schoolboy just let out of detention into the fresh air and sunshine, But 1o schoolboy
was ever so glad to get off for a holiday, as Mr. Richards was to get back to

Greyfriars.
Joka Shaw pute e finger o i i he folloving arcle, jon 1, 45 Alan Breck
used to say, a gentleman of much penetration. 0 passages in his article

xeslly made me wonder whethe e is a a mind ren

1 was glad to see the mention of Thomas Johnson's Greytsiars Suw”.  This
really is one of the greatest compliments I have ever receis can ueas wih
what pleasure | heard this played over. It 18 good sl trom he firet b o he las;
and the first movement especially brought pictures before my mind almost like a film.
1 have tried over several of Mr. Johnson’s published works, and I like the "Greyfriars
Suite” best so far.

On the whale, 1 think this is the best C. D. though perhaps this view may be

founded upon the circumstances that it is 50 agreeable to me personally. It is always
good.  Long may it wave:

December 5th, 1947.
Dear Tom johnson,

1was very pleased to get your letter of the 23rd, and you will excuse a little
irregularity in replying - put it down to Bunter. Of course I should have been glad

perceives a sign of allegro it is certainly non troppo. You can guess how.
delighied I should be o learn tat you bad backed a wimer, 80 to apeak:_and 1 shall
hope to get that good news sooner or later, and in fact have little doubt of it. Bt
patience:  The slowness of these dronesome days is rather exasperating to an old bean
ke myselt, brought u t actvty inth nineteenth cemury: but you wouldn's orice
that 80 much, as you are not old encugh to remember the tmes when things wore got
done -~ actually done and not merely dacutsed,

Yes, I saw the notice in the C. ry pleased to see it there, Do
you know, my dear boy, you have paid me a gult compllm:nl in this composition,
‘and the more I think about it the more I appreciat

ad t0 heax that you have now received your Bunter book.  Reprinting is
Foing 00 as art 4 the peer gy permita, and I Kopetatin ch Long run everyone
Who wants Dunter will be able to get him. But O for what the dear ol Daily Herald
calls the "bad old days" -~ when you only had to phone for all the newsprint you
wanted, at £10 a ton:
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‘ou may have heard of a chap in the entertainment line named Frank Vosper --

He wrote me a very jolly letter the other day about the Bunter book: 50 |
-agic powers in conjuring up & few tons of paper from the

1 think I told you that I have been writing some Greyfriars stories to be

n Braille for the use of the blind. This has brought me in mm:h with an old
Greyiriars reader at Beighton who los hi sight in the War - poor iow what do
you think is Frank Richards’ atest activity? * Actually Lam studying Braile, in osder
to be able to write him a letter. It is a very interesting thing, though rather tough
going at first. No doubt you have come across Braille -~  system of dots punched
in thick paper for finger-reading. Basy enough for the Braille printer -- but the very
dickens for writing by hand. 1 have devised a system of punching the dots on thin
cardboard, and I think the result will be legible for a Braille reader. 1 expect to be
able to write the letter in about a month, which isu't t00 bad, as | am rather an old
dog to be learning new tricks.

doubt you keep your eye on the Third Programme. They have given us

some good things. I can't say that I like Plato's nasty muck in English, and I shut it
down very soon after turning it on last evening. It is a curlous thing that people
generally can't be high-brow without being nasty too. But on Boxing Day they will ba
giving us Vexdi's Otello, and I am looking forward to hearing that e
are a real blessing t an old fellow who cannot get beyond the gard though
sometimes I feel like spraying them with Sanitas. 1 ave  radher mixed opinion of
Verdi: but somehow 1 always liven up at the quartette in Rigoletto: and often, when I
have to rest my eyes, I just close them, lean back, and go over in my mind Melba
singing A fors & lul or Caro nome. What a singer she was: 1 liked her ever so
much better than Tetrazzini. lsn't it a curious thing, 100, that one can get all the

it th printers? It o called "Blly Bunter's Banknote”, buc 18 hielly
pe that it will appear in the spring! Hope springs reral inthe

April 5th, 1948.
Dear Jokn Robyns,

1am taking you at your word, you see, for here i the old "new" camera: If
you could get some films for it, it would be a boon and a blessing: and certainly you
should be rewarded with a picture of Lady Jane and her daughter Tinker Bell, Lady
Jaoe 1s the moet amuing old creatuze you ever heaxd of. She dowen' zealy belmlg
o me, but to the people in a bungalow near: but one day she walked i
scquainiance, and thereafer dechine o go hamet . Every time sns was ken bone,
back she came: and tnally, when th kitens axrived, she brought hem over, geting
them into a window one at a time. Luckily her owners took it all very good




animals. 1 should very much like to send you a photograph of them under the fir tree
in the garden, The old lady was named Paula: bt I re-named her Lady Jane because
she is such an entertaining old aristocrat. 1f she is offered yesterday's milk, she
gives it one disdainful sniff, and walks away like an offended dowager. And the
expression on her face when she is offered corned beef is worth a guinea a box. Of
course she doesn’t know anything about Mr. Strachey and what he fancies that the
‘population can live on: Formnately she is fond of fish, of which we can get any
amount from Broadstairs.
m num.{ng on about catst Sull, 1£ 1 began on dogs I should probably

run t0 the length of a Magne

16l you that & musician in Cheshire has composed a “Greytriazs Sulte?”
It really is good stuff, as 1 was able to udge by the copy he sent me, and I am having
records made of it to play on the radiogram. One of the things 1 never foresaw was.
that Greyfriars would ever be set to music: though I did a Bunter Song that you may

‘ome across in one of the Greyfriars Holiday Annuals. But this chap, Johnson,
is xeally good, and 1 am looking forwaxd 1o the records.

Now, my dear boy, you must not let my "new" camera be a both
Plaase doa't i 1 f it Abou v - Buy] ol b vecy s £ i 4
materialise.

June 9th, 1948,
Dear lan Whitmore,
Iwas very pleased to receive your letter. It is very pleasant indeed to hear
that your head-master thinks 5o much of Frank Richards and his writings. 1 wish [
s are displayed:
1d and gone now, and will never be revived, and old

form wil be like the poet's little brook, and go o
{ousth volume, and s morning shal be dolog Chagee: XXV, about Blly Bumer, who
i making a trip to South America by South American Afr -Wi

T very toerested 5 has tat you e collectd sbout sighty old Maguste
Bt you mus'sgve oo much Deslers somecimes sk high
oty el nskio ek wecio b
aie, ha the Magoet wold cont that I it could be pubiahad now, oviag 1 the greet
increase in costs of production,  But | wouldn't give more than

Gertainly 1 shall be very pleased to send you my autograph, and I enclose it
with this letter,
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July 11th, 1953

Dear Eric Fayne,

Nany thanks for your cheery letter this moraing,It

18 8 resl pleasure to know thet you en)

jod the Greytriurs

play én Tussday,and tust the boy

ke

4t too, I agres
that it vas an improvesent on the sarlier plays: in fact I
uldn’t ugre

rol This time it ws not

adaptation fron
@ book,but & play spectally written by my own fuir hand,which

1 eontor

that T Lk

0 mueh bettor in

ry way. Gerald

Gazpion seems to

very good as Bunter, e

o 41 not quite
emactly our fat old tri

e know him: while I thought
that Qualch's part was plays

vory well 4

odo-though he ¢4
ovarlook

trifling ciroumsts

that "us" elides betors

a vowel!  The Oldest Inhubitent

ent & very happy half:

watching the performnce: andl am very glad indeed to know that
his pleasure wis shared at Surbiton,
With kindest regurds,

Vory o

corely,

Az
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July 10th, 1948.

Dear Tom Johnson,

Lam quite ashamed of being 5o late in replying to your letier: but W.G.B. has
finished his holiday in Brazil at last, You are quite right that your article in C.D.
"read nicely": 1 liked it better even than in MS. It occurred o me when I read it
o

space so severely limited as at present: editors often have to discard things they

better late than never: and after all it is not a new experience, for quite a long th
o L do el inle disappoinied

about Arcadia.  In fact I am almost tempted to describe both publishers as "arcades
ambo", in Byron's sense of the words.

Bt il desperundum Shaksspesze remazked upon the “thouaand allghus tat
patient merit from the unworthy takes”, and as the philosophical French say, "C'e
la vie:" I remember from the far-off eighteen-eighties a novel called "Mr. Sarnes
of New York". The author hawked this about to every publisher known and unknown,
and was rejected everywhere: finally, he got it into print, and it proved a tremendous
best-seller, and the machines could hardly keep pace with the demand. My own poor

his
publishers know anything about what the public wants.
1890, and in all that time have met only one publisher who really knew his business,
and that was not till 1946, What you have got to get through is a solid wall of
stupidity: 5o your motto should be the words of King Henry V. “Once more unto the
breach:

‘Yes, if you record the second Greyfriars Suite, do please get me a set. 1
should just love 1o run the two over consecutively and compare them. It is curious
how, when I play your Sulte over, words come into my mind, and sometimes there is
a vocal obbligato 1o the record.

may be quite sure that if music {8 to be used in the film, I shall put in a
word fox the Sulte. The negotiations are still going on, but it scems a slow business.
Lowe seems 10 be in Ireland one day and in Sweden the next. But film people seem
t0 have little sense of time, They axe always in a terrific hurry one day, and the
next, prepared to let six months slip by unheeded. Once upon a time I should have
been irritated by this: but in the placid seventies we learn not to expect t00 much -~
not, infact, to expect anything until it actually happer

Film people are really astonishing. About ten or twelve years ago,
Gainsborough Pictures asked m nario story", which I did: they sent
what do you guess? Just nothing: By the
time it was done they had changed their minds, and apparently did not mind in the
least chucking their money away for nothing at all, Business on these Lines is just
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incomprehensible to my ancient and staid Victorian mind, However, I shall hope that
our present producer is a little more realistic. 1 had a very pleasant talk with him
when he came down here to see me about it, and he seemed very keen.

1 hope you are keeping fit and enjoying life. We are getting rotten weather for
this time of yea hat's the odds so long as you're happy?

July 15th, 1948,

Dear Herbert Leckenby,
Many thanks for your letter with the C.D. There is an article in it by
R. A. H. Goodyear which woke up a lot of old memories. ~Apparently we were

it fantastic,
as he says: but even 5o good an author as Scott is hardly to be trusted in historical

details: one had to separate the wheat from the chaff. I used o like writing
historical stories in my young days. Some of these were published in the 'nineties:
though goodness knows what has become of them since. I think I told you about one,
which was published by Stevens, in the Strand, I believe about 1897: a story of France
in the sixteenth century.

Tam just now concentrating my powerful intellect on the cross-word puzzle,
which seems to me very ingenious.

Ronald Hunter's letter is very interesting. ~ Lucky man to be rolling down to
Rio

1 enclose the copy of "Billy Bunter's Birthday Present" in Bralle. It looks a
puzzle, dosan 61

December 15th, 1948,

Dear John Robyns,
Ihave to thank you for two letters and a delightful photograph. What a happy

nything” from Frank Richards, 1am sending

in "Heslso' 0 Moy 1940, Geccge Orwall's name bas been It i, 68 1ot quize
Appropriate Lc such & i

Teell you ot Slmmy before? He isth delightullentkiten tt ever
et s gt e o but I begin to fear that I s
photographer.

ed with Elaine's letter, and I hope she received the little book
back safely. It is very pleasant to see that you like the news of Tom Merry.
Messrs. Campion tell me they hope to publish the books quarterly, which seems a
et opdmisle in these e of puper tumine: bt 1 atul b fo the best, Ay
the first volume "Tom Merry and Co. of St. will be out about the end of
January, and he second, ~Toe Secret of the snmy” InMay or June. Jontsow L am
writing a Rookwood story for "Tom onual”, which is to come out
in tme for he summer olideys néxt yeas.  ~Hilds Richards® is awaiding he uen an
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the typewriter to produce a Bessie Bunter book, which Skilton's will publish next year.
So three authors are fairly busy these days -~ Frank and Hilda and Martin. "Billy
Bunter's Christmas Party” is booked for Octol

1 50 happy to be going full speed ahead again, that 1 wonder whether the

ere aths lucky o get a copy of the Semdy Book 1945, It 1 out of
petnt and canmon be g0t foF lovs o5 ‘money, a though subsequent numbers are
adverised by the remainders people at Mlf-price.  Yes, | have a copy mysel, which
1 often on ks ravels, as a good many people borrow it from time t0 i

1 good wishes for all the happy family, for Christmas and the New Year,
Please g1Ve my love to dear little Elaine, and to Julie the adorable.

February 12th, 1949,

Dear jom Ry

Mazy thaaks for yours this morning, with the Saturday Book. This is very
Kind of you, my dear boy: and of course I am glad to have it, but you really mustn't
do these things! 1am very interested in those old Red Magnets -~ the one in which
Levison left Greyfriars must be quite ancient.

1 think I told you about the Tom Merry books. Now I am writing "Tom Merry's
Ghristmas Annual”, which will come out in time for Christmas this year. T.M's
Summer Annual will be out in the summer. But things are rather at sixes and sevens
here just now, as my house-keeper is down with the New Flu, and the old bean is
1yping with one hand and nursing with the other, as it were,  Luckily we have a very
g00d doctor, and a Good Samaritan is taking every care of her: but I have lots to do,
and have realised what an utterly helpless critter 4 man is on his own in a house, |
will write again later when the clouds roll by. Perhaps you have had influenza in

ir time? 1 had it in 1899, and it was beastly: but this new flu  seems to be worse
than the old variety.

Love o deas Blaine and the acorable Julle,

May 10th, 1949,
Dear lan Whitmore,
hank you for your letter. 1 am glad you listened in to the radio programme,
...a } qukte agree with you that the parts were rather inltecively payed:  Tempies
‘med to me good, and Dabney and Fry were not bad, but the Remove boys, 1
o e 'Vou to say that you are looking forard
o the Tom Merry s Buner b
and writing " Felgar
o the yeuz, and i (e slace, 1 hup: of the old Magnet and G
of wishes for your ' Horue ey, which is one e ofthe healhicat
apots, 1 eliove, on a1l e hellmy <o please don't think me ungracious, my
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dear boy, if I tell you that I don't see visitors. 1 get letters every day
effect, 2 Inthe umme, semecimes e o stx in 8 dy, and wiile | shoud love to
see all my readers and chat with them, I just couldn't, or I should never be doing any-
thing else. 1 have to reply always that we must remain "pen pals” -- and that, 1 hope,
you will continue to be.

May L4th, 1949,

Dear Mr. Harlow,

Many thanks for your letter. 1am very glad to be able to tell you that "Tom

" is now on the map again, as well as "Billy Bunter”. Mandeville Publications,
26 Manchestex Square, London, W1 are beginsing the pubication o th Tom Merry
ks this month, and th it volume is due on th 1. Accordin to present pans
there will be a new Tom Merzy volume every two months.

‘Oving t circumstinces over which | pave 10 contol, it 18 no possible o
publish either Greyriars or St. Jim's in periodical form. But you may be interested
10 know that I am now writing of a new school, called "Felgate” , which will be
published periodically, later in the year, by World Film Publications, 37 Grays Inn
Road, W.C.L. This, 1 hope at least, may to some extent take the place of the old

Gem and Magnet: and a "Carcroft” weekly is planned for the neas
Yes, Frank Richards is no longer so young as he was, but he is, I think, the
happiest Old Boy in the kingdom, now that he is on lucing his 25,000 words

a week. 1 really believe that there is nothing like a school story to keep one in touch
with youth.

June 24th, 1949.

Dear lan Whitmore,
Thask you oz your auer of May 2k, Now | have Nt fslahad il Biatae
‘among the Cannibals"”, which will be published next Easter: and am taking a day off
for correspondence, which is one of my most pleasant relaxations. Yes, 1 saw the
article in the Evening News: it was the outcome of an intexview. 1 liked it very much.

ha
plumy, | Butsoting 1k ouz ol a riend e gy Wiy ool ) King
and Dick Warren, of
« been husy with photography lnaly, as he publsher wanes & sow plce
of Frank Richards for the Jacket of the next Bunio book, the "Chrlatmas ersy stoy.
T am very glad o hoar that you anjoyed th luat atbering of the O. B.B.C.
1Like the club's crest very much, and the motto certainly is a good one. The
"Holiywood" series you mention 15, I think, one of the best that appeared in the
Magnet -- though it would be very much out of date at the present day.
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October 28th, 1949.

Deas . [radl
as very pleased to receive your letter, along with the two books from Mr.
Skilton m autographing, which 1 am despatching t0 you by the same post.
pleasant to read in your letter that you still remember the old schaol-
boy stories in the “Magaet*, afer 8o mary yests of sbsence. - Boththe Magnet and u20
Gem went "West" in the War time, and back numbers are getting very scarce in these
days, though most of them can still be obtained from dealers. In these changed days
the two series can be carried on only in book form, but you will be pleased, as an old
reader, to know that the young people of the present day seem to like the Bunter and
Tom Merry books, as mich a8 thelx fathers did the Magnet and the Gem
nare your enthusiasm for Jles Verne and Shostock Holmes, lwn LT e
Pty L younger days, and carried my enthusiasm 1o the ler
laventing a submarine on the Jnes L~ more o less - of Capra Nermo's Nauclus --
resulting in a flood in the bathroom where the invention was tried out: It was later in
e tha | made the aoquiuanc of Sherlack, of whom | used i rea in the old Stzund
Magazine, in the nineties it must have been. But I still read him, though I know him
v sl e i my own "Ferrers Locke” was a near relative
of my beloved Sherlock! When I sit in my armchair with a volume of Conan Dogla .
takes me straight back to the days when all the world was young, or seemed so.
1 used to look for the next number: And Jules: It is curious how early ikinge | hnger.
‘You mention that you like Greyfriars better in the old format. Well, when I r¢
Vinge Mille Licues sous les Mers” in French, 1 don't Like it half so well a8 in English,
which was how I read it as a boy. It must be better, 1 suppose, in the original; but
that s o e 1 just want &8 | remember it rom long ago.
hope you will receive the books safely. 1am told that registered parcels for
he U.5. Ao e et pen at the ends: but | have wrapped them very carefully and
don't think that they will sustain any damage.

November 24th, 1949,
Dear Mr. Iraldi,

Many thanks for your letier of the 9th,

It 8 no secret now that Frank Richards and Martin Clifford are one and the
same person. It was kept

publish the Tom Merry books.

y deax boy, as I thought you might like to see my Tom Merry stories
in thetr book form, | am sending you one of them, which I hope you will accept as a
prosent rom e uthor It should reach you saonater s eer,

Certainly | should be very pl jou would write to me whenever you feel
disposed. . You will make allowances I s reph!l Are scmarris delaye, o a1 old
fellow writing ten books a year is not alway of his time.  When I finish a
book, 1 1ake & ew days of o caich o with cortospondence.

With regard to speed in writing, 1 have always thought that the more swifdly a
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With Milton at the portals
Heay'n itself t0 sing,
To soar above all mortals
On Shakespeare's mighty wing?
But these are dreams of glory,
 never can come true,
To write a simple story
Is all that I can do.
And it my ale give pleasuce,
And ease the daily task,
And charm an hous of etsuze,

‘Then what more need I ask?

“April 8th, 1950,

Dear John Robyns,
Many thanks for your letter and the delightful photograph enclosed, T is
now among my pin-ups. 1am glad you like Sammy.  He really is a dear little animal.
y Banter's Benefic 1s out now, 0 your copy should come along soon. Dida't
1 tell you about "Jack of ALl Trades"? Mandeville's are to publish him about the end
of this month, along with a Tom Merry book, "Rallying Round Gussy”. 1 like him so
it be writn sevral bucke bout i sresdy, though when e e oses
I appas o el on e e o o g, tor,
appeased inthe short story inthe Annal, though that pisade belongs (o @ eer perod
i he volume that 110 e pubishd aow
Don't you worry about those films, my dear boy. 1 stll have the last packet
you sent me, unused.  But | am very interested in the camera you mention. When |
100k into my view-finder 1 don't see very much therein, and results are largely a
matter of luck. 1 am afraid that 1 don't know much about the Stexeoscopic work you
mention: but 1 was alw
there such a thing as a long
all means, but you must enclose the bill with it: 1 mustn't let even Johnny give me
things.
A Lam 1yt L you et che oo of b ity ld psliaers
seems (© be fading outthey have asked me to write more Bunter for thems
Whing In the natuze o an alive-branch 1s welcome o an od bean who only wants 10 ive
in peace with everybody. S0 our fat riend will soon be appearing in a periodical
form again. 1 am really glad of this, for | never tire of writing Greyfriars, and two
or three Bunter books a year don't go very far.  Sull, as I said, my chief interest is
“Jack" who is, as it were, my Benjamin:

April 14th, 1950,
Dear John Robyms,
e camera, safely arrived, is a little gem. 1am in love with it already,
1 don't quite know what to say about it, for really and truly you mustn't do these things:
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story is written, the better it is. 1 have never found the typewriter move as fast as
thought.  Once I tried to learn shorthand, 1o get up a greater speed, but had 1o luck
with it. 1 have an average of about fifty words a minute on the typewriter, but it 1s
hopeless o try to keep pace with the story as it unrolls in my mind. 1 have used the
typewriter for hardly fifty years: 1used to write with a pen in the nineties. It was
‘about 1900 that I made the change: and ever since, I have blessed the name of
Remington.

Ferrers Locke undoubtedly borrowed from Sherlock Holmes, like every other
detective character that has appeared since Conan Doyle wrote. There are some
authors who seem to lay waste the whole ground, as it were, leaving nothing but

Monsieur Poirot, or any other, is simply a shadow of Holmes, and cannot be ai
else. There is some excuse for the imitators, in the undoubted fact that Sherlock
Holmes himself was borrowed by Doyle from Edgar Poe's Auguste Dupin -~ he

fact, Dupin n 8 populasized form. _ Anyone might have don this -~ but Doyle ma ©
And I suspect that Poe had some hints from Voltire's Zadig in creating Dupin: so the
-nusmn s of the madern detstive chazacters goss back 4 long wey:

. laddie, for the kind offer you make: but I have nothing to ask
except e o cenunu to like reading my books, and that you drop me a line every
now and then to tell

December 16th, 1949,
Desz o Robyas,

hanks for both your letters. 1 was very pleased indeed to read what you
bare et ot —Patth oes Hope". 1 have had the book in my mind for a very long
time: but hesitated to write it. Yet I could not help thinking that the testimony of one

ly led astray by foolish tlk from elders
byt o i e i A ot ol
to my mind, the very worst thing that any boy or gil could learn, 1 have never been
able quite (o understand how any man can be content with life without faith: ol he

€ i on the side of religious belief: a.
om coe et - pe the el ook wil oY pubhlhed
next year, and 1 will certainly let you know about it when the time cor

L'vish you all & very happy Christmas and al the best or the New Year, and
send my love t0 dear little Elaine and Julie. May they both be very happy.

Frank Richards
Who would not love to wander
With Keats in realms of gold,
With Wordsworth muse and ponder
Upon some lonesome wold? conrd ...
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but I wouldn't like to seem ungracious, so I shall let you have your way, and thank you
for your kind thoughr. I must thank you also for the Stexeoscopic book, which I have
been reading with the keenest interest, As | haven't a stexeoscope I cannot sample
the slides, but they are in themselves excellent pictures. I can see myself becoming.
S0 you haven't seen the Tom Merry books? That i casily remedied, for |
‘shall send you the two books about Tom already published, which you must accept
from me in your turn. One good turn deserves another!

By the way, the lines I put in your book are from some verses 1 wrote once
upon a time on the subject of my unimportant self. ~As you might perhaps like to see
them, I enclose a c

Jlack of AL Trades” wil b publiabed beore ong by Masderile Puliations,
55 Victoria Street, London, S. W.1 -- the sa e imm who pulih Tom Merry.  They
Wil be publishing a Rookwood book in the summer. Fave 010 you that I have

ne books coming out this year? Not oo ad for the Oldest Iahabitane?

July 220d, 1949,

Dear John Robyns,
Many thanks for your letter, with the enclosed cutting. 1 am very glad to see
and 1 should have missed it otherwise, as I do not take the paper. It is a very
plalsln! epotof euds
m glad you liked the snap. The camera seems o behave el a little
Datex st edfeiment acconding o netructont oo hoping now to get Lady Jane
and Sammy with the latest film you so kindly sent me. But they are very elusive and
1 wouldn't like to waste films. 1 don't quite know by what magic you extract them
from nowhere: for nobody over here can get them (0 love ox money,
ink I told you that the publisher wants to put me on the Jacket of the
“Chﬂﬁmn Purty"” book, and I have lately been undergoing photography for that purpose.
sent him a selection of three, and don't know yet which will be the winner.
taciotes print of one -~ depicting the Oldest Inhabitant lighting his
1 be pleased 0 heas that Edic 8 noy slmost her old seit ‘again, and the
nurse leaves next week. She has been very good, and I think I shall miss her --
Which is ot often the case with urses, | elieve! Poor Elth has had 8 ough tme --
six months of illness, three weeks in hospital, six roeks ot mrse - utit 1 good 00
see her looking well again. It doesn't seem fair somehow, as she is only half my
it really | who ough to have the linesses, doctors, and nurses. Bt mase
tong thvays seem o pase
ippose it is very hot in Brighton. It is like an oven here - about five
Inmdred i o shader waore oETadh.” But | fodt 18 Bav oa 1t | e writing
the last chapters of "Billy Bunter's Benefit”, which I expect will come out about next
Easter. Did you ever come across "Wibley" in the Magnet? ~He comes o life again
in this book.
Love to Elaine and Julie, and may I say Kay?
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August 12th, 1950,

Deas My, Iraid,
thanks for both your letters. It is a real pleasure to read them, and if
L were disposed t “owelled hoad, [or they would cortaiaty nave that efece. Thank
you, my dear boy, for the many kind things you say about my writings. 1 should have
answered your earlier letter sooner, but there has been rather  "Tush of custom” on
the typewriter. Now, to take it first, 1 will Teply to a question therein: Greyfriars
is an imaginary place, but based upon several real places in various respects: Franl
Richards having had a way of noting anything that came under his eyes at any time,
for use in his stories; and such places as Friardale, Courtfield, etc. , are undoubtedly
veal, though given new names. Towns and villages like these exist all over England,
and Especully in Kent, where you can walk a couple of miles from a thriving buzzing.
town 10 a village that has not even a water supply.

S el el e g P

a book about a new character, “Jack of All Trades”. 1 like this new character so
much that I have already written four more books about him, which awai theix turn
for publication,  Probably it will not reach New York: but if you would like to read 1t,
1 will send you a copy with pleasure, as a present from the author. 1 should really
like 10 know what you think of it.

About the old Magnet, there is a possibiliry that it may be revived, though it
rould kave o be n & much reduced size at & bigher price, oving 0 te present
fantastic costs of production, How-
ever, 1 still hope to see it :ommg out again some day. In the meantime, 1 am wtmnz
@ weekly Bunter story for the “"Comet”, and as you might like to see this, and it
be quite unobtainable in N. Y. 1 am sending you s couple of copies by acparate post
It 15 just a short story once a week: but it sort of keeps Bunter going.

Je o posele that my Aushograpky may be iblaked vt year. . The japes
shortage, which has been such a spot of bother o authors and publishers alike, 15
practically over now, and everythi u very much easier. But the autobiography

Wil angbody be interested to know that
was collared by the enemy in Austria in 1914, that he was once nearly drowned in the
Lake of Geneva, that he explored the crater of Vesuvius in 1909, and wasted lots of
time and money in attempts 1o break the bank of Monte Carlo in the heedless days of
his youth? - that he wrote his stories with a pen from 1890 to 1900, and has typed
them ever since, -~ and 50 on and so forth? 1 just wonder!

‘The question in your postscript about the photograph 1s easily answered,
Some time ago a paper called the " Feathered Friend" published my photograph, and 1
liked that one better than any that had previously been published, so I asked them to
send me some copies: one of which | enclose herewith, 1 am afraid you will think
that Frank Richards looks feaxfully venerable; but you know, of course, that I must
be fairly old, as I began o write sixty years ago, 1wonder how many writers have
wltien for sixty years, and wrned out sixty-five million words in the time: Nota
lot, probably.
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Many thanks for your kind wishes, my dear boy. On the radio a couple of years
280 1 0ld the world tha th new Bunter books were going (0 have as long  run a the
old Ma ey thece years: st a Lt ambitious for an old bean over seventy?
But you never can tell: Let's keep hoping:

September 16th, 1950,

Dear lan Whitmo:

T am $ 22812 1 am rathr lat fn replying w your lecer, which 1 very
pleased to receive. But you will excuse me, my dear boy, as I don't get a lot of time
for correspondence in these days: with Billy Bunter, Tom Merry, and Jack of AL
‘Trades competing for the typewriter. One of my greatest pleasures is reading letters
from readers over breakfast, which gives a cheerful staxt o the day: but it is now
always easy to find time for writi ‘elgate" stories you mention in your
letter appeated in Raymond Glendioning's Book of Spot, and seme more wil sppesr
in the same this year, about October. The Bunter book, "Billy Bunter tmeng tha
Cannibals'", has been delayed in publication, but will appear in a week or v

“Tom Merry's Own" annual 1s coming out i Octaber. Have 1 told you sbout “Jack of
AIl Trades?" This is a new character, and the first book of the series was published
by Mandeville Publications this year. But perhaps you have seen the notice of it in

C.D., as I note from your letter that you are & subscriber to that interesting little
magazine.  Also I am now writing a weekly "Bunter" story for a comic called the
‘Comet”.

Do please excuse me for being so tardy in Teplying. 1 shal b very gad t0
hear from you again when you feel disposed to wri

Octoher 204, 1950,

Deas Jimy Iraa,
many thanks for your last letter, You couldn't have ples
than by mllu\s ‘me that you like “Jack”, I just love him myself; and ot ke s be
writing a book about him every month.  But I fear that my seaders, kind 88 they are,
would pronounce that to be a litle 100 much of a good thing! The second volume is
scheduled for April next year, and I wouldn't send the cash fot it yet, for there are
Limitless delays in these uncertain times, and * L e, The wetulness of
publishing n cese deye i jurree Singh m rific.  However, Tc
e wa enaiit il o g ot v "Bl Bunte among the Cunbaa"
el et AL
‘Your letter has put a new idea into my head. People keep on asking me oty my
books don't penetrate into the biggest and best market in the world, the United
‘They overlook the fact that the school systems are so ditferent, that a Greymnn
story would be very unlikely to appeal to the young American.  But o kind ar

ve American readers. Now, my dear boy, next time you write, tell me whether
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you think that a book like "Jack" would be likely to have any sort of appeal to the young.
American? -- and whether, -~ if you happen to know - there are any restrictions on
the import of books into the U.S.A. In Australia there seems to be an import tax,
which is rather hard on my readers there, though [ must confess that they seem to
tlerate & with ey,
wouldnt be & 1o o trouble, could you send me one or two caples o boys'
s Clrcuiting i ew York? T bave o seen saythng of such pulicaions for
years now, and am rather curious to know what American youth s Teading.

Fiave heard tha "Fogalong Cassidy 5 very popular

hink you asked m in one o your Ieers whther the short stories In the

but last April 1 took it over, and it is now entirely new, written week by week. I very
‘much like writing this series, it is a happy reminder of the old days of the Magnet.
Thank you once more, my dear boy, for a very kind and pleasant letter.

October 11th, 1950.

Dear lan Whitmore,
you for your letter. Judging by your description of the haul you made
of old Magnets, you are the luckiest "Canterbury Pilgrim" ever’ I shouldn't wonder
1£:bare 478 sy auc st e e In epmre corme, to tza el o
great numbers of the old paper
Iam very pleased to l\nﬂgﬂph (i photograpn enciosed I your ener: and
reurn it herewith duly signed.

October 30th, 1950.

Dear Jrmy tzad
Mas letter, You are a good boy to take o much trouble.

The pictre you draw of "oung Americt® lew's very brigh o ncouzagog tro my

potnt of view, It cannot be a good thing for a bcy o read grown-up

Eonaidering what growneup,books a7e Lite I theve daye. . 1t 1ooks o

Tam specially interested in what you have heard about young people not being.
interested unless in 'Rocket-ships, atomic weapons, jet-planes, and supersonic
flying machines', 1 persuade myself that this s the view of their elders, who are
iotecested i auch trngs themasives nd tancy tht the young peolefes the same.
Itis true, of course, that a ‘submarines, flying-ships,
and o0 on 1 remermbar how 1 ueed o revel n Julee Voroe. . Bu f56 of &l they want
a story to read: human beings are nterested in human natuxe more than in anything
else.  Supersonics have their place, but they come second.

Of course [ am prejudiced, as | deal in human nature and not in planetary
peregrinations. But here is a story from my own experience. Some time ago, Wl
e Buzer bocka yese camiag out, §bad s apion rom & Lam.. editor of a boys"
paper. He used almost exactly your own words 0 tell me" that
Tehoch storien wore ne longer read: that it must on euparscnic spamda, Jot-zockurs
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and such things. Now this gentleman edits a paper which, when it used to publish
school stories, had a very wide circulation, and was practically a household word all
over the counrey,  Now that it 1as become sl supersonic, e bas & vy limited
circulation, and may very probably disappear from existence altogether. The editor
is quite petherton b anything from this: he goes on his supersonical way regardless.
At the same time, the first Bunter book sold 40,000 copies at 7/6. Seven-and-six is
4 high price for a book, in & country so poor as this has now become. My supersonic
counsellor charges only sixpence: but he has no hope whatever of selling 40,000 copies.

‘rom this I drew the conclusion that while the adult head is full of supersonics,

hat I he
‘young American mind is turning back to cow-punchers and Red Indians: that is, to
human nature: for even tha is human nature in comparison with solar ships and
‘moon-rockets.
Of course, 1 believe this because I want to believe it, like all of us: bt 1
think it is true all the same.

t much the same thing in radio. The producers keep on turning out sex
stut, which nine people in ten loathe: but thei own heads are so full o i, that they
take it fo grantd that he public vant it “The public just don'c chey lisen to i

e thee is noting else (o List
ire so many hm:n:sung i Y e T R S w4
again to doul with the others

November 11th, 1950,
Dear Jimmy Iraldi,
1 hasten t0 reply to your guery xo Horlock Sholmen'. Y, 1 am th autbor
thereof, under the name of "Petes borrowed of course from the Magnet.
came out originally in the “Gtuyfnlri Herald", but have been spotted about
other publications. Every now and then I write a new one just for amusement, and
one of these was put into T.M.O. 1 am very glad that you are interested, and your
friend Mr. Bengis. Actually, 1 once had the idea of collectingthese pazodies oo &
little book, but like so many other mm ideas it came to ot
ecall, the fret “Herlock Sholmes” sory saw the ligh in 1985, tad the secien ran on
il the war knocked out
ous Letes wes wEien o8 Eloction Day, I see. There was very keen e
in that over here. I wonder if you are right in thinking that "t00 much of a good thing"
may be as bad as too Lice. 1 can't help eeling hat | should Like 1 360 his country
as prosperous as the U.S.A.  America 15, to me, an amazing country. Sin
10 one nation has ever been powerful enough to dictate to the world -~
hot at it, and France, and Germany, and now Russla, -- but
the amazing thing is that America is in that very position, and too level-headed to
think of aking advaniage of it Has it ever occurred (o you tht the United Sutes has
imed ove; rely new leaf in human history?  Fancy some European country
e it e present power? It would mean an immediate war of conquest.
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Lam, 1 hope, a Good European: but I am very thankful that this tremendous strength
is on your side of the Atlantic. It is appalling to think of what would happen, if any

However, that is a long way from our subject, Many thanks, my dear boy,

gather will be equally welcome. | am most deeply interested in the exhibition you
mention by the New York Times. _Tell me the date of the same, and -~ if you can -
will you post me a copy of the N. Y. Times? |am most eager o read what they have
t0 say about it.  Your mention of "nursery stuff" is also very interesting. 1am very
far from feeling loity about the nursery, for I think that writing for children of 8 to 10

ey s o tioes dey, thog L o't acrgone W will ever be done.
hope to get away with my idea of paper-backs at m-e..-hle prices.
Butthere 16 0 spot of e mule about publshora, * More and more. people Fick against
high prices for books: and the publisher's usual reply 13 to put the price higher.
‘The old Victorian idea was small profits on a big turn-over: but now the only idea is
big profits on a small turn-over, n
gense. Tell & pubisher that trenty books at /- ill produce more profc than six
books as ind you will find that he just canuot grasp such simple arithmetic.
ot s et ivaion s i

January 12th, 1951,
Deax lan Weimore,
you for your letter and your kind wishes. Yes, I have been very
considerably rearing over th Cheiotmen poriod. 1 tnishea revising my
Autobiography, which Skilton's are to publish, @ week before Xmas, and immediately
it was despatched 1o the publishers, locked the cover on the typewriter, and that
Now I am beginning the New Year full of beans: and only wish there were not
o mamy deiays fn tie pukishicg busicase, T tave fut tascd tas "ly Buer's
Postal-Order", which was due at Easter, will be delayed al
am told that w0 Tom Merry haoks wil be out in Apml. 1 have Itely imemeds
new proterts Procrastination is the palitensss of priniers:
had quire a pleasant surprise this week. The BBC have told me that my radio

play, o Change", which was on the air as long ago as 1945, is being translated
into Portuguese for transmission to Brazil on their Latin-American Service. It will

stvlce oo sl /g . Lotatl . umn i ot o yaves 1t
will be quite interesting i I can pick up my play

very interested to hear that you luve Ancreued ywx collection of
Magnets to such an extent. 500 s a very go y nearly a third of the
otal issue.  They are worth mking care of, my dear boy, for a8 old numbors grow
more and more scarce, the value of surviving copies will certainly increase. 1
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have been told that the value of the collection I gave to the salvage in 1940 was over
£100, -~ hogh | lexmed it s o the Inormation b el

nap of my cat Sammy which you may perhaps like to have. Don't
you think he 100ks & Titdle duck?

February 2204, 1951

Dear Jimmy lrsli,
uld have answered your very pleasant and cheery letter sooner, but have

Leen igh o o he sk s producing cop for Tom Merry's v s Maclly
t guess that copy for an annual to

leisurely days, to allow for the continuous delays and interruptions that plague the
ez,
ny thatks, my dess boy, for the Americen papere you have sent me. | am
ying hose with care and decp interest. My Inerary agent has been i touch with
i representative in New York, who tells him that "Jack” o do 1o the 0.5,
as "American boys would not even comprehend it", 1 wonder whether he has it righ!
A curious thing is that, by the same post as that letter, I received another, from a
Mr. Dryden, a producer in Hollywood, who expressed great appreciation of my humble

“chuckles over Bunter” in old Magnets. Now, if a young American in Hollywood can
“conprehend” , why not others? So I shall not take that New York representative’s
verdict as final.

I1ike your account of the Baker Street Irregulars. The reading of the
Musgrave Rirual is a really happy touch. It is curious how any mention of Sherlock
Holmes gives me a touch of nostalgia half-sad and half-pleasant. He is so identified
somehow with my youth, when I used to read him as he came out in the Strand

lacioety than mossotar thnga. At one eme | could amot bave eclted the
word, 50 often had I read them. Remember Silver Blaze, and

he) pormance of bat e NOT heppen 1 the sight? Do you thiuk that n e hostof
"detectives” that have cumbered the bookstalls since, in imitation of the Master, there
15 a single one that comes within a million miles of Sherlock? don't, Conan Doyl
laid that field absolutely waste, and left nothing even for gleaners. Some of the
imitations are not 00 bad, though such stuff as Lord Peter Wimsey makes me want to
ory.Dutthebestofthm ase very, very it sadows of Sherlock

So Cyno "always wants to eat or go out?" I think he must be Sammy's
apirival twint Bt Cyno has a1l the huck, 1 wonder what he would think of ous meat
ration -- eight pence-worth a week: And such stuff that even Sammy sometimes looks
at me reproachfully when I hand it over to him! Bt when I am able to get him nice
cod or halibut or sole, it is a pleasure to watch him eat, -~ he enjoys it like Billy
Bunter. And he says "Thank you" as plainly as a cat can speak.

Did I tell you that my radio play, "Flus ca Change" has been translated tnto
Portuguese for transmission to Brazil? It goes over on March 6/7 and 8/9.
0ing t0 try o pick it up: but the short wave is full of snags. | think I know just about
enough Portuguese to be able t follow 1t, if 1 do get it
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March 30th, 1951,
Dear Jimmny tzad,

Many thanks for your letter, and for the papers. These papers are really a
mine of information,

SorE tobear hatth “Iu” came your way. 1 had a bot of it n 189,

Sometimes of course there may

be a sub-conscious recollection at the bottom of it. When I evolved "Tom Merry" as
a schoolboy's name, I had quite forgotten, if | had ever heard, that there we
black-and-white arist of that name. But there we
sometimes. A few years ago I was writing about *
believed that 1 had invented the name.  But after it was mentioned in an arti

Picrure Post" | was astonished to receive a letter from a school-master, telling me

that one of his junior masters was named Sparshott, and didn't like it appearing in
fiction: Now who could have guessed that "Sparshott” really was a name?

d you like the picture of Sammy. He really is a dear little duck. But
about reproducing the photograph, it was taken by the Keystone Press, of Red Lion
Court, London, and their permission would have to be obtained, as it s theix copy-
sight. I have no doubt they would consent, as | don't suppose their sales extend so
fax s New York, and personally I should be very pleased. If you care to ask them,
their address is Keystone Press Agency, Lud. , Keystone House, Red Lion Court,
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

Certainly I shall be very pleased to send long the auogragh. 1t o't o
an i lwter, o course, 30 1wl send ic separa
o piay "Pi <& Chtnge" 1s abovt o chacorpsnted ousg man amed Goorge,
who discovers at o8 changes lead to the same thing in the long run. It was on the
Home Service here in 1945, 1 had no luck in picking up the transmission to Brazl
recently: the short wave beats me every time, But the BBC kindly sent me a copy of
the Rortuguese translecion, o ] was able o resd it if ot 0 e it No, I colén's
xeprint the old numbers: the copyright is very cghtly held.  But they aze all so
ted" by this time that they would haxdly do for these days anyhow. Aod th paper
cupely is 30 extremely exiguous now, that nobody would dream of taki nce,
I must be hard for you to underatand in your 1and of plenty, that on this side, subors
have t wait and wait on the paper merchants. 1 wonder sometimes
published atall. At this moment I have ha-a-dosen with the publishers, which may
ppear 1n a month, or three months, or six months, or goodness knows when. Job
was the chap who ought to have been an author: he had the patience for it!
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Chalat e

Lowo Wi
Kingegete
Dec.I8th.1958

Dear Ertc Toyn

thet 1 must arite
h 1

eors over sgsin,in one plessent hour.
Yany thaske,my dier voy,for thet hapey

Witk cindest regerds,

Hineis Frchd]

March 2th, 1951,

Dear tan Whicmors,

' thanks for your letter, and for the photograph enclosed, which I am very
ek G T it o collection now of pin-ups of readers old and young,
nd am gla 1o be able o add this one (0 k.

The old Magnet "gifts" interest me very much, too. They recall very haj

PP odeciat i o paper was going strong, and nobody had any idea that in a.
fe Years more it was to disappear fox ever. It s very curlous, too, for when the
Greyfriars series began in 1908, it did not occur to me for a moment that it would un

couldn't have pictured mysel not writing a Magnet every week. e was & sl oo
when the War shut it down in 1940 But perhaps it was a blessing in disguise, for |
ceraaioly ke writing the books much becter than weekly numbers. and | ik the
stories shape better in them.

1am glad you liked the snap of Sammy. He really is a little duck.
was reproduced in the “Recorder” & few months ago.  Summy would be proud if he
knew that he had been in the newspapers
iexe was a very nice article about Greyfriars in the Manchester Guardian on
February 19th, which was reprinted in the weekly edition on the 22nd. _Herbert
Leckenby reproduced most of i in the March C.D. s0 no doubt you have seen it.
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July L6th, 1951
Dear Jimmy Iraldi,
lease excuse this rather blotched sheet: 1 began writing to another

correspondent, when I discovered that it was the last air-letter I had in stock: o
switched off, as I wanted to write o you to-day: and more especially to thank you for
the papers you have sent me, and the copy of the Baker Street Journal. So f this
letter looks a bit like a jig-saw puzzle at the beginning, it will get better as it goes on.

The Baker Street Journal is not only extremely Interesting in itself, but the
paper on which it is printed awakens admiring envy.  We have almost forgotten, in
this country, what it is like to have an adequate supply of papex: and really one has to
make a sort of mental jump, o Tealise that things are going on normally in more
fortunate countries. By the way, 1 have made some reference to Sherlock Holmes in
my Autobiography: 1 am not quite sure that Holmes fans will approve of my tracing
his descent in the way I have done: but we will hope for the best. Anyhow 1 am one
of his most faithful admirers.

see that your letter is dated May 20th. The days seem to whiz by, But I

have been rather deep in the typewriter.  Since that date a new Bunter book and a new
Tom Mexry book have appeared: and more of both are coming during the next week
and months, 25 well a3 T, M. O ammual in October. DI 1 el you that Buner 19 going
on television! We are working out the details now, and hope to get it all a-growing
and a-blowing by the end of the year. I couldu't agree more with everything you say
on the subject of slowness. It is a leisurely old world on this side of the pond.
Sometimes Europe seems to me like a clock running down. One can only hope that
the Americans will suceed in winding it up: If it isn’t wound up in one way by U.S. A,

Yes, 1 certainly did want to go to sea in 1885, and came near doing 50, Not
on any of your old tin tubs - what | wanted to be was -boy on the high and giddy
mastPossibly I might have found it tough! ~Certainly there never would have been
any Bunter! Nevertheless, recy bow o then, when they sl me ot papes sharage,
high and higher costs of productiou, printers' strikes, rising prices of books, and the
rest of the e of woe, 1 camor mp inking that that anclect oy kaew what e wa
talking about when he 5aid "O that mine enemy ha book: "

vttt e ook i Journal, 1 have been reading
Holmes over again, for the umpteenth time. ~Strange how fresh it all still seems: as
fresh as when I used to read it coming out in the Strand Magazine ever so long ago.
By the way, is 1t really a fact that the first edition of the 'Study in Scarlet’ is worth

ould become sixty years later. Indeed
I shoulda't wonder 1f it may still be lying about somewhere among the lumber.

April 12th, 1951,
Dear Mr. Webster,

Your lettex of the 7th to Mandeville Publications has been passed on to me,
and may I say that I had the greatest pleasure in reading it. It is always very
pleasant to hear of an old reader who desires to obtain my books for his own boy, for
[ xegard this as the highest compliment that can be paid to any author. The Editor
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tells me that he has given the information you requested, 5o 1o doubt you are aware
that the "Tom Merry" books are published by Mandeville's, and the "Greyfriars'" books
by Charles Skilton Lid.  So far three of the St. Jim's series have been published, ar
elght of the Bunter Books: and further volumes of both series are coming out this month.
1 have also published a volume about a new character called "Jack of All Trades"".
‘The Gem and the Magnet, I am sorry to say, are gone for ever: but | am sure you
will be pleased, as an old reader, to know that the young people seem to like the old
chasaciers i ook form, a8 much 8 thl atheze did fnth priodical,

nk you for a very Kind and pleasant letcer, and I s hauld be plssed

if you will accept G titedpii ks bixthday present for your boy, wi
author's best wishes for his happiness and welfare.

June 7th, 1951

Dear Herbert Leckenby,
Many thanks for the C.D. A good number: I was glad to see your extracts
from George Orwell's article in the Manchester Evening News. | remember reading
thi o che i, nd dinking Cht i vas very honest ard dcent of i ® ova up 0 4
‘made the same amende e of essays, in which the Hori;
aricle was Teprinted. - Altnough | coudn't -gm Teos with any man's views, on most
subjects, 1 believe that he was a very good fellow, and was very sorry indeed to hear
e sty dot
see by your note on page 159 that you have seen the allusions in the Press to
Bunter on TV, This seems now to be taking definite shaj t© have some
news for you on the subject before long.  There are many details to be worked out.
But it does seem settled now that eve long a familiar fat face, adorned by a big pair of
spectacies, will be peering from the TV screen, - to the satisfaction, | shall hope, of
viewers old and young.
doubt you have seen the references in the Daily Mail, in which our friend
Jack Corbett of Birmingham was the prime mover, many thanks to him for that same!

July 27th, 1951,

Dear lan Whitmore,
sk you o your e of the o
1ad 0 hear that you have had so much luck In increasing your store of
S o colno e e RIS i e e Bt
Yes, L agree with you that it will not be easy to get the genuine Billy on T. V.
Qe can oly bape tha tey will get & good . G. B fo th rol,  Accanting tothe

are now sending in theix names to Lime Grove, in the
h()pe o bing esletad,  Amoag 69 meay | shall hope that oue relly ood Blly may be
discr

" you very much for the photograph enclosed in your letter. 1 like it very
much, o m very ploasa 10 add 0 he cllacion plomed 1 along the adges o e
book-shelves in my study
jou ever listen-in the “Twenty Questions” on the radio? 1f s0, no doubt you
heard Bily Dunior given aa an ~abjece” st week. -1 hd to laugh when she quastion:
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master stated that he did not know whether Bunter’s author was alive or dead: You
see, 1 knew quite well myself: So I put Mr, Horne wise on the subject, and this week
be has passed on the happy news in his programme.  1f you have not heard it, and if
you are interested, there is a "repeat of the broadcast on Sunday morning at 11,30

much for the programme, as because he has such a charming voice.

October 10th, 1951

Dear Do Webster,

nk you for your letter, and fox the copy of the Liverpool Post, in which I
was very much interested. 1am very glad to hear that all is going so well with the
pew branch o the OBEC,, an certainly | should be bohpleaed and honoured b

becoming honorary President. | hope there may be many happy meetings in that cosy
zoom. I am very iierested in - Librazy, coo, and should 1se 1 conteibute the
oMo Gt o tographed Gem you would like to

Pave:  Licle urered, 1 am afrad, but te hest apecirion | couid i
About that old serial "King Cricket" , I have often thought of republishing it in

book form, but I fear that it belongs to much to the past to interest the ge
eader.  You see I deulewith couny cecket o fory-ive yeazs ago, and e
almost all of the well-known players mentioned have long sincs
abridged version was published i th 5.0, L. Now aboue s v 5 Vtlombrod

The quotation is from Book 1 of Milton's *Paradise Lost'; describing the host of Satan
atter the Fall,  Here it s in full:

+.. On the beach
Of that inflamed sea he stood; and called

i logons, ngel-forms, wo lay entaned,
Thick 48 autunoalIeaves ths srew the br

In Vallombrosa ik o
High over-arch'd, gl

Vallombeoss inthese later day i 4 holiday resort, ad a8 v as | remembr,
about fifreen miles from Florence. There is -- or was in m: ulla
Mmonastery there, b 1 seem o remembor that only & fow monks renaized.

Best of wishes to the new Branch: and with kind regards

January Sth, 1952.
Dear Exic Fayne,
hank you for your letter. Yes, I know all about the Voting Contest, and it
5 10 me an extremely interesting idea,  Certainly I shall be very pleased to
2utograph the PhotogEeph hen you send i along. 1 ill expect it about th Ides of

1am cextatnly very mmma indeed to hear that Tom Merry books
were yxenemed 22 rizes, eud very ploased tndee by what you ey sbout e

“Scapegrace of 5 7ou & secret, | beve cead It ice myselt alnce

v pellabod, a1 1 beer sazn v Yo b & peebr ‘escape of gerting.
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more cricket chapters -~ Martin Clifford was very reluctant o drop the subject.

fexry seems to be getting a little ahead of Bunter in these days. Not only
are the new 1/6 books coming out in February, but we are now planning @ new monthly
magazine, o contain Tom Merry in company with Bunter, and either a Rookwood short
story or a “Jack of All Trades" serial: not decided yet which. 1952 looks like being a

very busy year for at least two authors, perhaps three:
Kindest regards, my dear boy, and best wishes for the New Year.

February 7th, 1952,

Dear Jon Robyns,
ok you for your letter of January 12th. 1 see that you have heard about the.
cheap cdions o Tom Merry, so you will Martin Clifford has been very
isy of late. Six books in three months isn't bad, even for Martin: _They ate not so
long an che bowod ocks; b & o enghs 1) the'mems, | A1 faze Tom Marry bocke
e bt chaap dilca; asd T ik xjalt st e o ot
direction: it is high time that prices came
Now Lam In the throes of nsallation of T. V. At the moment  am trying out
a Bush, which seems to me good. By great good luck, it appears that the fees for
BB on TV will just about cover it, so I consider that | am practically getting it for
nothing!  Which is a boon and a blessing in these tough times. 1 just had to see
Bunter make his bow on the screen on the 19th, though - to tell you a secret; -~ I am
Looking forward to seeing cricket matches a litde later, even more than [ am looking
forward to Bunter, Now that I cannot go to them, it is Tather a catch to have them
brought to me, like the mountain to Mahomet
T have just heard from Chapman, that he thinks it will be & good show. He has
been at L Grove an the por.  Actve as ver -~ bt f coures he 8 sl cly ¢ lad
o seveny-tare
Fociemier tat ot vy you osuon "Draccand Out®, 118 urlous st ous
never [cxgels & story one bas wricen, - Aod there must o quite  wmber by s
time, - five or six thousand at least: And a few thousand yet to come, we will hoj
Love to Elsine, and kindest regueds to al.

February 21st, 1952.

Dear Mr. Leckenby,
Perhaps you may have seen the classic features of the Oldest Inhabitant on
TV nst Monday? As you ko, the Bise: plays bega on Tuesday, and aa & dart of
preliminary canter, F.R. was put on TV on Monday evening. nmy am-
hate, wathed el ot aezve, dod s o oy v ot o, wit
pleasure which - 1 hope - may have been shared by ot e 1 the feet time 1
have appeared on television, and it was quite a ]uywl ocearion.
1 hope you will see the Bunter plays. The first programme, on Tuesday,
seemed to me remarkably good, and the production was as near perfect as anything
ould be, Gerald Gamplon was Bintr (o th Lt and | a-expaced M. Qalch 1o
siep outof e scroen much alive. 1 had a very happy half-hour viewing,
i oo s o ek s
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have foreseen this when Bunter was first evolved in 18997

Lot Mareh, 1952,

Dear Tom Hoppertor
or the ove of Mike, not $0 many of your wild surmises: 1 have read so ax
in the new quartexly only the axticle headed “Vanguard Library”. Having done so, 1
whiz 1o the typewiter to remon:
‘The "protean author” did NOT think it wise to "camouflage" his activities:
he never even dreamed of anything of the kind. ~So far from a "serlous and deliberate
attempt to add the Vanguaxd's scalp to his belt”, that author had to guard with his left

to "keep the whole outfit from being landed on him": and could have written eve
single number if he had liked - which he did not, having no time for it.
for "competing with Philpott Wright", I never even knew his name, let alone

did not care a single solitary boiled bean how the remaining numbers were filled.
O'Neil was NOT an off-set to anybody or anything. As a spotter of secret
history, my deax boy, your exploits remind me not of Sherlock Holmes, but of Herlock
Sholmes.
Since these amazing discoveries of yours will be read by all our friends of the
O.B.B.C.., I think it only just that you should print this letter in your next number as
an antidote.

Maxch 7th, 1952,
Dear Donald Webster,
u for your letcer. What I like best in your remarks about the Auto
48 that you did not put it down till you finished it. That means that it is readable -~
& texm that applies t very few autobiographies, if a
personal affairs in childhood and boyhood would hardly interest anyone:
but even if I thought they would, 1 should not think of obtruding them on the publi
1 think that it 15 in the very worst of wste for any man to parade his personal affairs
in public.  His work, his travels, his adventures if any, his views of life, any spots
of experlence that may be of use to others, yes. But not his Aunt Jane and his Uncle
George, or what he thought of his head-master, or what his head-master thought of
him -~ apart from the pain of recalling recollections of dear ones long dead. | began
the Auto at seventeen be-:luae my writing began at that date: and the book 18 the life
of a writer.
Yam very glad tht you ke the new 1/6 Tom Merzy books which have replaced
tbe moce expesies dldons. 1 am fd right up 1 the chin wih bigh prices, and 1
think this is a move in the right direction. Also I am very pleased indeed
it you liked Buncer on TV. -1 ke him immensely myselt. . Many conelp\:nu s
have written to me that he isn't quite Bunter: but my view is that the young people of
today are entitled to theix Bunter, even if he isn't exactly our Bunter. It is not much
use looking for perfection in this imperfect world: and really and truly it 15 a good
show.
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1 like those cricket verses you mention: good, if they are all Like the one you
quote. And Lam glad that you are going to see "King Cricket” at last. 1 hope you
won't be disappointed in it. " 1 liked it very much myself when I wrote it -~ it must be
45 years ago.
The Bunter plays on TV are all taken from the Bunter Books, not from the old
Magnet. 1 made a special point of this, as in my opinion the stories shape
beie Lo the books than they ever could n detached weekly mbers. In whih there
was endless though inevitable recapirulati <t b 1 e e Cieng
T pack them 1o the half-hout which did net Amptovn e sl 1 thi the rem
did the producer credit,

12th Mazch, 1952,

Dear Tom Hopperton,
u say 'there appear to have been only about & dozen stories’. 1 really don't
o h many sories | wrotefo Tragps and Holmes, bl a-century ago, ut
ceriainly not fewer than *Frank Drake' was one pen-name among a good
say. A when oecy did Svsobed a besaking me of usely o i e |
never wrote again for them under either my own name or @ pen-name. In the Gem
and Magnet | retained the same pen-names all the time: but H. J.D. had different
ideas, as he was entitled to have if he liked. Then you say that I might have looked
at the Vanguard to make sure that I was not traversing the same ground as other
writers: Can you possibly suppose that a busy author could find time to do anything
of the sort? For all 1 know, similarities may have cropped up: 1 did not know and
certainly did not care. L had quite enough to do minding my own business: and when
1 1ad time or reading L oud Horace, Kedts, Dant, Staksspesre and Miln; most
assuredly not the Vanguard:
Ao for 1. D ptag & ‘veaiy’ publiahe, 1 ik that might apply o the books
‘e published; certainly not to his comics, which were widely-circulated and very well
peying propositions in their day. They were utterly unlike the so-called "comics” of
the present day - it was before American trash invaded this country and vulgarised
everything.

If there was a "marked change” in my work, 1 vas unaware of it. Change is
bound to occur: every writex gets better and better as he goes on, year after year, if
e 15 capable of improvement at all. The early Gems and Magnets, for example
very poor stuff compared with the Bunter books and Tom Merry books.,  But I never
noriced any change while it was golng on.

April 2nd, 1952,

b
am very glad you liked the Auto. Of course I could have made it ten times
as long, s s day of memoixs in ten volumes are long over. Whether there
will be a second, depends on ever so many contingencles: but I am very glad, at
least, that you like the first.
Certainly, my dear boy, 1 shall be very pleased to autograph a copy for you,
‘and when it comes along from Skilton's, will do so with prompmess and despatch, and
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it along to you.

0.K. about our friend Sherlock? 1 don't think that anyone who looked into the
matter would doubt his American descent:  though whether he had, as I suspect, a

1 think you will be struck by that gent's deductive methods: though Voltaire makes only
talta chaper o te stme. Bt they were gants Inthe exrth In those deys: they i
ot need to pad out like their successors. 1 n foud b & ingle chapoe of 200

Jeare ago enough material 1 fenish forth & modera author for years and

Shaw's Fygmalion, for cxample, originated In blf  chapror of Smollte's Poregrine

Pickle. T don't think the critics ever found him out, for of course critics don't read,
Tcan guess what a pleasure it must have been to have real genuine Doyles at

your meeting. It is quite curious how thoroughly alive Sherlock Holmes still is. |

the shelf and read him almost as keenly s I did when he used to come out in the old
Strand Magazine: but when I tackle Polrot, or Lord Peter Wimsey, do my tyzlnda
droop? They ot

bt on the wicket: it was Rembrandt's picture at Amsterdam. S0 you have
gazed on it 1007

1 confess that what I don't know about Niccolo Paganini would fill several
ooty papere foe you 0 s ot a the Rt mestoga. Bt what v say boct
him nterests me very much indeed, and I shall look him out. If you can recommend
any book about him, which can be obtained on this side of the Atlantic, 1 should be ve:
glad to hear of it.

New v jot fnlted writng 72,000 worda o Tom Mersy or te ppor-
backs: and am taking a few days off. Afternoons devoted to catching uj
correapondence: e ple on my desk s growing smaller by degrees and peautititly
less: and the mornings to - what hat would you think, laddie, if
You sew & bex ol racultion f Hordon's Odoe by Frank Richards -- in English
alcaics? 1am told that Horace has been translated three hundred times: but all of
them that I have seen are mighty poor eruff: translated, I think, rather like Bottom
the Weaver in the Midsummer Night's Dream. | am having a shot at it, anyway

August 15th, 1952.

Dear Charles van Renen,
hanks for your letter. It is a real pleasure to recelve so ki

‘appreciation from Sunny South Africa. 1 am glad to hear that you are a rudu otte
Collectors' Digest: a cheery little paper which I never migs. Also that you

ovored o Dickane, whom | raak nexs i Shakespeare b my lis of the Tagsh classics.
1ave s ca, Sammy, who Is pimed ate the imvmoral younges M. Weller, - whieh
1s sealy ¢ compliment to Samivel, tor Sammy is the Gelighiuiest il anumal that
ever wi

also went in the War time, but that was because | handed it over to the Salvage when
the Government appealed for paper. And have I not missed it since! Still, I confess
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that 1 Like my present books much better than the old weekly numbers: it seems to me
that stories shape much better in book form:  serial publication necessitates so much
recapirulation.  And 1 think I like "Tom Merry's Own” annual better than the old
Greyfriars Holiday Annual, which was sadly padded out with reprints. It was a

e i ftn happens th what

Many thanks for your kind wishes. - Feank Richards and Martin Cliffrd aze

getting a little deep into the sere and yellow leaf: but they keep In remarkably good

health for their age, and I am convinced that they will both last as long as their
readers want to hear from them?

December 1th, 1952.
Dear Eric Fayne,
Thask you for yue et 1 e with Hecbert it th G
for one cannot have too much of a good thing.
ing generally, i 8 trve that some artices would be o br e
Jociouh prmbag: e o dhe Acese aee T youl 20t willingly have lost a single word.
To el the truh, vou bave made me tink bettr of my awn wark than | did before,
which is a very unusual experience. Yes, | read your extremely interesting axticle
n Singapore, ad you mey ses i referred to fn my leter in the Pocemes D, 1
liked specially your reference to Bhanipur at the end, which was a spot of genuine sly
humour which, when I came to it, made me laugh 8o suddenly that Sammy nearly fell
oftmy kaee.
Yes, my dear boy, by all means come along some time and see me, 1f you feel
50 disposed, a little later when the weather is not quite 8o {nclement. Later on the
e ofour discontent willbe made glorious summer by the un n Kent, a5
Stakaepeere a0 sealy remaciad:
plea:

very 10 Fnow tha th Bunter books prizes. The
s Story - nocwlihawndlag the Bunterish tile - hus  seious ide vileh 1o
not without instruction to the young mind, - though worked in, 1 hope, too deftly for
the youthful reader to detect the pill in the jam.

wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

December 20th, 1952.
Dear Eric Fayn
L cannat et another hour go by without writing to tell you how gready I have
enjoyed your article on the "Roamings of the Rio Kid", It is the very best article |
have ever read in my life.
nk you, my dear boy, for giving 5o much pleasure to an old man.

February 14th, 1953,
Dear Jimmy Iraldi,
Ve

ey leased to bear from you agai. a0 am glad you ave n o ha yeszuing
to writel You are a good boy to say that F. R. like wine, improves with age. To tell
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you a secret, I couldn't agree more:  Looking over some old Gems, and over the Gold
Hawk books, | was quite struck by the difference: it really is tremendous. The author

has become ever o much more concentrated: in the earlier works there v
diffuseness of which he was unconscious at the time, but of which he is only too
conscious when he looks them over now.  Really it is a pity that these books could not

don't amount to much in these days of soaring expenses and grinding taxation. How-
ver, Lam o1d that the projec hasn'tprecisly folded up: there s & possibility of
resumption late;

Yes, lam vexy pleased with th new Buner books published by Cagsell's.
They are o great fim. and excxemely pleasant people with whom (0 deal. At he
moment they ave ciree books Brain Wave, B, B's First Case, and
“Bunte: ‘i e S W soment during the present year. Perhaps it
e raicen You to hear that we are now plamning "Bily Buer's Owa' 1o keep "Tom

contents will differ wholly from T.M.O,  Among other items, the "Rio Kid" will ride
agam:

‘Yes, you are right about the “best-selling”, ~Billy Bunter seems to be a name
0 conjure with. I can't quite make out why the Tom Merry books -- I mean the 7/6
ones -~ have not scored a similar success: bat of course a lot depends on the publisher
and his methods. I keep on hearing from people who have never heard of the T. M.

reprinting of the earlier volumes which had sold out. Just the name of Billy Bunte
goems o work the oracle: in act, the kaytuless i terric, "Rtro duce ¢ suspice
Buntro', as Horace so very nearly

Ves, we have bad & terciic storm hee: 4 real, genuine, life-size, top-notch
hurricane.  Broadstairs and Margate ook as if Hitler had flown over: but Kingsgate,
tucked in between the two, almost escaped. feet up from the sea-level
here: and even the North Sea in a bad temper could not negotiate that. But the wind --
and did the house rock? My bed jumped under me, just as it used to do sometimes in
London in the Wax time when the bombs were coming down. No real damage, how-
ever: only a few palings blown out, and the T. V. aerial left looking rather intoxicated.
But 1t was a very bad business further up this coast: thousands of people flooded out
of their homes, and hundreds drowned.  We have had sunshine here since: but the
cold is quite Arctic. It is the worse winter I have known since 1893, 1 hope you
have it a litdle warmer in N. Y.,

December 28th, 1953.
Dear Charies van Renen,
Y ks for yourkidly geeting, wich dropped i bapply on Chrlomas
"t you ey o I have to take the festive season much los:
cxuberanily than of o "t 1 do's st ¢ it ever soate give me great pleasure
o xeceive kind and friendly greetings from the younger generation. One does like to
be remembered: and I confess to at least a half-belief that good wishes bring good
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fortme, At tuy sate, here the Oldest Inbabiraut sl s, a8 cheerily a8 evex
chronicling the adventures and misadventures of W. G, Bunter and Company, enjoying
heatth which really can only be deseribed 43 amazing ot bische o it anc fking
Easter. 1 begin to think

‘There is at least one thing to be learned from ¢ long Lt ke mine: which i,
that blessings come often in disguise, -- what set time to be the K. O, often

Droves  ba & leg-up. It was & sevece blow i me when the 61 Magaet weet Weat In
Wex tmer but ¥ hava snos found tat ks wrtiog buoks eve 80 uch bese then
periodicals, and that the stories shape betrer in their new form. So I shall continue
o belleve with ald Pangloss tat everything Is o7 th best n th best ofall possible
worlds:
With kindest regards, and best wishes for the New Year.

February 20th, 1954, -
Dear Herbert Leckenby,

rubbed my eyes when I read the alleged quotation from my writing on Page 41
of the C.D. 1lost no time in looking at Gilbert Harding's book. 1 need ot, I hope,
assure our readers that the illiterate imbecility quoted by Harding was not written by
me. It it ever appeared in print at all, it can only have been the work of a particularly
stupid imitator: as I think Mr. Harding might have guessed, had he chosen to do.
But T shall not believe, without proof, that the silliest of my imitators could make such
a fool of himself, 1 have asked Harding’s publishers for details o enable me to trace
the alleged quotation: but have so far received nothing of the kind either from them or
Haxding himself. The matter is not yet at an end.

April 17th, 1954
Dear Herbert Leckenby,
Masy thanks for yous leter andthe .. | am axzemely igarented i your
remarks on page 100 anent the alleged quotation in Gilbert Harding's on
b I ighs a8 1 auppose he st Buver he “que 1 no goine, as 1 suspeced il
dlong. o take dltogue trom o diffsrent characrer of diferent atlonalies, and
mix it ot quotion, Any ahor's woek coul be made 1o sppeer abeurd Y e
trickery. | Even Shakespeara's. A mixture of remarks by Honry the Fourth
Shylock would produce:
How many thousands of my poorest subjects
Were in six parts, and every part a ducar
‘Would that be quotation ox misrepresentation, if printed as a sample of Shakespeare's
work? BT atall have o gt & copy o the sory betore | can ek the mater furter.
more agreeable subject, perhaps it may interest you to hear that
I have ln-ly written a Western novel called T Lont Textn, which wi
ublishe horty n & pper-ackad edico a1 /- by the Atautc Sook Company. It
i8 about a cheexy young cow-puncher called "Fresh”, who cavorts around on the Bar-
Seven Ronchs & iow chiracos whow | ratbex tbe. s wue Reic Fayus's seticle 0 the
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Rio Kid that set my mind wandering in the West again: and this is the result.

P.S. April 19th. Ilooked in ata TV play last evening called "It Never Rains!

‘There was a character in it named Bob, whose continual greeting was "Hallo, hallo,
hallo}" This seemed sort of familiar somehow!

May ath, 1954

Dear Herbert Lecker

‘Many thaks for the C.D. which came as a sunay spot on a rainy morning!
‘The article on the "King Cricket" serial was specially interesting; to me at least.
remember that story so clearly, that it seems quite amazing that it is nearly half-a~
cenury sisce | vioe
robable that a Bunter book wil be serialised in Australia soon: and I

Lo th M very much. And I hear that "The Lone Texan" will be published at the
end of May: which is quick work for these days, considering that it was written only
last February,

Just now 1 am writing  new Bunter play for television, which I am told is to
‘appear on the T. V. screen in the early summer.

May 4th, 1954,
Dear Exic Fayne,

This is just a line t0 answer your query about the "Lone Texan". 1 have just
learned that it will be published about the end of this month, by the Atlantic Book
Company.  Their address is 16 Barter Street, London, W.C. 1. I think I mentioned
that it 15 fn paper-backs at 2/-,

m very glad that you are interested in "Fresh”, and I do hope that you will
like him as much as the "Kid" -- especially as the inspiration came from your direction:

Perhaps you will be interested to hear that 1 am now writing a new Bunter play
for television, which I expect will go on the screen early in the summer.

August 12th, 1954,
Dear Arthur Holland,

You wil probably be surprised t get this loce: 4 yours t e 0 dated
1952, Somehow your lettex got into the "Answered” drax nd it has only just
warned up. 50 1 hopo you wil frgive me for this very tardy

Miany tharks for th cuttng you sent me. 1 do hope that you dd not thak it
was & lack of couresy on my PRIt o t Bave acknowledged it sooner.

fany, many thanks for the very kind things you say in your letter.
g ‘ies8 Wi 8 plessuze 1 10 o an ald felow ok on lgey, 1o b 40 kndly
remembered by the younger generatior
You to know that I am now writing a series of "Carcroft

stories for an Australian paper. It is called the 'Silver Jacket', published at
ycney t 5o many kind letters from your big island, that it was a real delight to
me 10 be asked to write for an Australian magazine: and the editor tells me that his
readers like reading "Caxcroft” -- though they couldn't like reading it so much as |
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like writing it}
Thar

k you once more for your letter and the cutting.

“huguet 140, 1954,

Dear Herbert Leckenby,

/hat an excellent article, "The Summer Term", in the C.D. this time! It
brought back many summers quite unlike the one we are having now, when the rain it
raineth every day, and the stormy winds do blow.

here is a spot of news: "Books for Pleasure, Lid. ", are to republish the Tom
Merry and Rookwood books in a cheap edition, at 2/- or 2/6. 1 like this idea very
muck; it 1s always good news when any price goes down. cems
have been held up on the tral, for he has not materialised yet; expected next month.
Anyhow, Bunter will put in his accustomed appearance in September, in "Billy Bunter
Does His Best”, and the annuals will be along about October, And I have been lucky
enough to secure that copy of Lucilius I have wanted so long:  though so far the
publishers axe not falling over one another to secure what 1 have to say about hir

November 16th, 1954.
Dear Herbert Leckanby,

y thike for ous Itoar ac the G0, L um vy ftezastad 1o bos: tat
there mly ' o sketch of cay oy Set In. tha Docembe y the mastex -hand

£C. H. Crapman. _If it materialises, 1 shall cerinty keep i, for 10-one could
Simize Chapman' skll move than 1.
“Lone Texan" is out at last, though sure that guy hasn't been burning the

wind on the trail! I was very pleased to read Eric's review of the same in the last

price, for both printing and paper are very good, apart from the misprints, and it is
as long as a Bunter boo} what do paper covers matter anyway? How often | have
tried 10 explain to publishers that people buy a book for the inside, not for the outside.
and why

not needed atall.  But 1am glad o see that paper covers are making their way at last,
and hope 10 see many more ofchem.
I have lately finished writing a "Carcroft" serial for the "Silver Jacket":
dealing with the perpetually attractive topic of a barring-out. ~Actually Caxcroft,
alone among my many scholastic establishments, has never had a barring-out o far.
Now it is making up for ost time. 1 don't know whether you ever see Raymond
ual.  The next Bunter book,
is due in March or April, from Cassell's, Old readers who
ully’ mty e o mee tat nesesting youch sgun
Christmas is coming. 1 have given up counting my Christmases: there ha
been o many of them.  But | am always glad to see another. So I will wind up with
best wishes for a happy Christmas to all old friends of the O, B. B, C. , and all the best
for the New Year,
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i September 12th, 1955.
Deas Hesbert Leckenby,

s thanka fx the C.D. 1 ave been much enertsined by the speclations
segarding & grown-up Greyfriaxs, Bt 1 think tht Harry Whaston and Co. are mach
more ineresting at Leen than thy could poseibly b at fify-1ve; and e uthor
athe wishes that e could follow tetz example, 4nd keep on Feer-Fan-fully, a6
Inky mighs exprens 1.

e rom a Sunday newspapes came down 0 see me on this very subject
the oher day: and hetwesn us we SKtEhed out the ure careers of he Famods Five.

in Yorkshire, and meet there a writing chap named Nugent, a grey-haired prince called
Hurree Singh, and a plump rosy stockbroker of the name of Bunter!

1liked W. F. Champion's article on Lovell very much. But I wouldn't agree
that things would go on just the same if Lovell, Herries, and Johnny Bull were inter-

banged. 1 couldn't imagine one in the place of another -- Johmny in Study No. 6,
Lovell a member of the Famous Five, or Herries still less. There are shades of
character that have escaped the writer's eye. But it was a really fine article and 1
enfoye reading it
pave heen gting lers onthe subect o the ‘pasaing’ of Marun Clifor,

It does gm one rather a jolt to break an association which began as long ago as 1906.
Bt there are practical considerations which must govern both pdi publishers.

moze widely known than Billy Bunter. Now 1am told that T. M. O, will not pay its way,
while BHO continues to prosper. Martin has had to realise that the time has come for
him 10 take a back seat, and leave the field to Frank. Luckily, they remain
Inseparable, and Martin will want for nothing that Frank can provide!

December 20th, 1955.
Dear Leslie Rowley,

Many thanks for your letter and Christmas greetings. 1 was very inerested
to xead in rhe C.D. about "Johnny Bull” and the copy of the magazine left behind in
lapan.  Still more interested, perhaps, to read in your letter in the C.D. about the

‘you picked up in Tokio. It is very curious how the old papers twrn up
-~ trom Shanghat o Singapore -~ and now Tokio! Where next, I w
By way of a variation of occupation, I have lately written a story called "Schoolboys
in Space”, in which two fellows of Walcot School find themselves
nd | am almost temped t make the come actoss & capy of the cld "Maguee” arong
the

ynu o, 6 T 0 e S i A

am very glad that you are still interested in the old characters
continue 50 till you reach the ripe age of the author, -- which 15 looking a long way ahead:
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February 12th, 1958.
Dear Eric Fae,

'y thanks for your letter,, which interested me extremely. The point you
mention mng,hl, of course, to have occurred to me; especially as the rule is always
carefully observed in the "Bunter" books: in which Bunter's name is the operative
word, in all titles. Obviously the same rule should apply to Tom Merry: but some-
how o other it escaped my attention: and I really am very much obliged to you, my
dear oy, for putting me wise about it, Usluckily the two T. M. books now with the
publisher have the titles "Cardew's Catch” and "Down and Out": but I shall see whether
Someting mey be done. It i very kind and very thoughitl of you o spot his weak
polnt aad let me know about . ipa:

e the Hiker and "Blly Bater's Bargain” will both be out this year:

fixs of the o some time in the spring. _ I have latly complted th copy for the

prember: chere will be what seems to me the rather novel idea of
a set of sequels one after another, and I hope that space will
e found thie time for Rookwood.

ver see the "Felgate" stories in Raymond Glendemning's Book of Sports
anoual? Ao rnder s  uggesteda ull-length book about Felgate, and I bav
been turung e aver

et o "ncnlnor” your letter. Lately I have been amusing myself
in eture nouee by turning Longfellow's verses into Latin, Bt the unanimity with
which publishers don't want Latin verses is quite remarkable!

the

October 28th, 1958.

Dear Exic Fayne,
ny thanks for a very welcome and pleasant lettex, It did not occur to me

that you had seen 'Acta Diurna’, and [ am very pleased that you like my rendering of

§ix Joseph. 1 find a great deal of amusement perpetrating these Latin parodies. In

and it has proved quite a happy resource.  One of these days, perhaps, a volume of
them wil zemain unsold on the booketalls: 1 enclose a veraion of "Waltzing Marlda
which may perhaps amuse you.

am glad you liked the story in BBO. To tell you a secret, -- tell it not in
Garh, whisper it not in the streets of Askelor

1 fear that many have
resembles our old friend Cassius, in having a lean and hungry look!
yruducum\‘ of course, -~ das ist der ewige Gesang der jedem an die Ohren Mg, as
Faust rematked. 1 never see the anmual without heing reminded of a

Tvion o long time £40 caled "Thin Bunte - But one Lives in ope that ¢ wil it out
in the fulness of time

11k the porageeph vecy much,  Many thnk for sending it.  What a cheery
picture! It is now one of my pin-ups on the edge of a book-shel in my study, 1 had
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pleasure in the happy group.  Evidently with you it is stll "consule Planco”.

January L4th, 1959,
Dear Charles van Renen, Junior,

Thank you very much for a very pleasant letter. 1 am glad that you like the
Greyfriaxs stories 5o much: and what you tell me brings o my mind a very happy
picture of your father reading them aloud. 1 well remember the "India" series which
you tell me you are now reading: 1 liked it myself and enjoyed writing it: and 1 think
it still makes good reading, though India has changed very much since those days. |
liked the "South Sea” series 100, and hope that you will like it when you come to {t.

holidays best at Wharton Lodge, it will be just what you like: for that is where our fat
friend turns up very unexpectedly. Quite unexpectediy: though really the other
fellows might have expected it, knowing their Bunter as they do:

June 215, 1960.

Dear Jimmy Irla,
“Thank you for your letter: very pleased to hear from you again.

il b o jolly g thme on your rp o Busope: it sounds Lk o ovly programme

hat you have me s you mention wake up many happy old memories.
on St iction Neslos, B ¢ you o down 10 Cape you can's ias Repol -~ dolce
Napoli, and of course Pompeii. Since my time there, they have discovered the Arepo
acrostic at Pompeii, the same which, as Rawdon Crawley would say, was found at
Cirencestr it ioand. - Hoze it 18 1 you don't happen t have hard of

1 have worked this out as containing a secret message to the Eacly Ciratane, uaing
up exacty he 25 lvters, as follows Puter nostr esto. O ora et para. The Napies
Museun i " for any traveller in ltaly, and you will find the acrostic there,

1€ you are interesied in that Kind of thing. 1 was sl uried when | wae &t Pompeli
ity years ago.

And when you're at Venice, don't forget to ook out from the Bridge of Sighs,
the Ponte dei Sospixi, and see whether you can see much of Venice from that look-out:
as Byron fancied he could.

Now, my dear boy, you must not take it amiss if I cannot ask you to call and
sce me while you are over here. Since I turned elghty, 1 have had t cut off all such
visits, even when I should have looked forward to them with pleasure as in this case

‘ather Time is inexorable: and octogenarians who wish to become nonagenarians
and perhaps centenarians, have to keep very quiet. During the past few years, |
have had to make it a rule to be accessible only on the telephone, which limits




iotexviews to o few minutes, and o fx the time fo the same feom 7 t0 8 pm. e 1t
it would give you any pleasure to hear my dulcet tones, when you are in England, just
ringup THANET 62713, between seven and eight any evening, and leave it at that.

June 9th, 1961.

Dear Eric Fayne,

‘Thank you for the C.D. and your letter of the 4th. 1am glad that you liked the
last T.V. Buner. 1 liked it myself immensely: and although Gerald Campion, when
he was here the other day, explained to me how he did the "double” act, it still seems
to me a very remarkable performance. By the way, my dulcet tones will be heard
tomorrow Saturday, in “In Town To-Day" at 12.30. Short but - 1 hope! -~ sweet:

Yes, 1 shall be very pleased to see you: but do let me know well in advance.
Anmm 1 work only in the mornings -~ a necessary concession to Father Time,

afternoons always seem to get booked up sometow, sometimes woeks ahead. Just

om0z Tinge

July 9th, 1961,

Dear Eric Fayne,

hat a truly grand magazine C.D. is these days. Its arrival provides a red-
Toter dayinevery monthof the year.

he T. V. Teviews interested me very much. I thought "Double Bunter”

exuemely well done.  Gerald Campion at his best, Such slips as allusions to
Mauleverex's ‘father" instead of 'uncle’ do not, of course, emanate from the author,
and must have struck many viewers as odd, since Mauly coulda't be 'Lord' Mauleverer
in lus father's lifetime. Careless actors will o these things,

ike the review of 'Billy Bunter at Butlin's'.  But that 'tie-up' is quite
imagioary. Hhave sever met . B, tough I md, of couse, o b e
permission to make him a character in the story, Holiday Ca
niversally poplar that i seemed & good 1dea t and Bunter n ane: and aven George
Orwell, if he were happily still with us, would I think admit that the topic was not out
of date. The coincidence of the monogram occurred to me as the groundwork for &
‘comedy of errors.' The book was published unusually early in the year as especlally
sultale ox Holdey seading. - Seaside sunhine would be It outof lace in the
rain and fog of

e i you suggest will sult me down to the o glad. WL e oo vl
0 talk about, and [ have one or two things to show.

AL EDITORAL COMMIT, hu i kb i, 196, e v o b ot esvd o Pk
Richard. He die

The s o o b sl v i o amptodGoln Sty 1 h o o
A1 tha s the majoty, came from Rose Lawn at Kinggate, near Broact
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Our cover for "THE LETTERS OF FRANK RICHARDS" was
designed and executed by
HENRY WEBB

ALL OUR YESTERDAYS -
are made immortal and are lived again in the pages of
STORY PAPER COLLECTORS' DIGEST -

the monthly magazine devoted to the histories of the writers,
the artists, the editors and the publishers of Greyfriara,

St. Jim's, Rookwood, St. Frank's, Sexton Blake and Tinker,
the comic papers, and so many things we loved before 1940,
STORY PAPER COLLECTORS' DIGEST can only he
obtained direct - by genuine enthusiasts - from Exic Fayne,

Excelsior House, Crookham Road,
Crookham, Hampshire.
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