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The Case of the §
Tube of Radium.:

Another Magnificent Story Dealing with Nelson
i Lee's Adventures with the Mysterious “‘Black Wolf."
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By the Author of *“Yvonne,” “Wu-Ling,” *“The Spendthrift,”
‘“Idges of Steel,’’ etc.
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CHAPTER 1.
Heard in a London Clut—The Black Wolf Ma'kes a Call
Y IIE Biack Wolf, looking very dapper and very like a son of Italy,
lounged into the International Club off Piccadilly, and handing his
coat, hat, and stick to a boy, strolled into the big smoking-room which
lay to the right ol the lobby.

He had been in London less than a week, but it had taken him less than -
that time to make himself quite at home at the International Club.

Being the hearer of a letter of intreduction from the president of the
International Club in Paris, the hospitality of the London club of the
same name had been extended to him without question.

The letter of the well known Parisian clubman had been sufficient for that.
Truth to tell, the Black Wolf had found the atmosphere of Puaris a litlle
too warm for him.

The last affair when he had got mixed up in what was popularly known
ins %lge Jure Diamond Case had been disastrous in more ways than one,
or him.

Tor the first time he—or she, to be more correct-—had been really un-
masked, and, through the agenecy of Nelson Lee of London, handed over to
Monsicur Jules Fabert, Chief of the Criminal Department of the Paris
Police, at the Quaix des Orfevres.

True, she had escaped from the clutehes of the police almost before they
had finished congratulating themselves on her capture, but she liad realiseld
that her carcer in I’aris as Mademoiselle Miton and the Comte de Monte
Bello was at an end for the time being, at any rate.

Where then to go? To Berlin, Vienna, Petrograd, Madrid, or Rome? Ior
certain reasons, the Black Wolf did not wish to return to cither North or
South America—not for the present, at least.

Perhaps it was the germ of a desire to get even with Nelson Lee which
had caused her {o come to London. At any rate, she had come, and under
the name of Signor Paulini, had taken a house in Hampstead, whither had
also been installed Jacques, Marcel, and the faithful Ninctte,

Then to the Imternatiomal Club with the letter of introduction gained

-
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irom the president of tho Internalional Club of Paris, by means which only
{he Black Woll hersell knew. .

So on Uhis afternoon, in the guise of an Italian gentleman, she had
wandered into the club as had been her custom during the past week to
indulge in oume of her favourile Yovovsky cigarcttes and to plan for the
future.

In the smoking-room the Black Wolf made for a certain casy chair over
in the corer. 11 was a suitable chair from which to watch the room with-
out heing too much in evidence oncsclt, and for that reason the Black Wolf
had chosen.

She scated lierself languidly, and, calling the waiter, ordered a small
wlass of Dubonnet. When that had been brought, ‘* Signor Paulini,”’ as the
Hiack \Wolf chose to be known, lit a Povovsky and lcant back.

She had been sitting there for the betier part of half an hour, smoking
and thinking, when there was the sound of voices by the door, and three
men entered. They were chatting and Jaughing as they came, and beyond
a casual glance in the direction of the Black Wolf, {ook no notice of the
figure lying back in the chair. Indeed, only the right arm of the Black
Wolf was visible to them. °

They seated themselves in Lig casy chairs aud raung for a wailer. Drinks
“‘-(-xl-.c ordc;rt:;l, nlnd when they had been brought, tossed off with the appre-
ciation of tlursty men.

Then they fell to talking again until the door o ened and a y
entered. He looked worried and anxious, as cven t}I); B]aci: Y{'loi’fogglﬁdm;r;
from where he sat, and it was plain that he was on intimate lerms w.il,h
the others, for they greeted him pleasantly. )

“ Mave a drink, Phillip?”’ cried oue of them,

The voung fellow shook his head.

“Sorry, old man, but I haven't time,”” he said, as he : : .
where liley sat. “ I have been looking for voilq—swlﬂoé a_ppl";oiclyed the pla}_e
you a nole. I can’t go down to the cogntr)' with yo'li' ti)l-l;ofrc:\lvlg }lof '-“.‘l(‘itg
shall have to put it off for some time.” ST

*Why, what is the matter?”’ asked the one whom he addressed

“The guv’nor is worse,” replied the young fell .
addreszed as Phillip. t young fellow whom they had

s ‘\S'Jmt, has tllmll;\ old trouble come hack?"

* Yes—worse luck, and this time it see av i :
(‘reswick is going down to-morrow nl'tcruoonn;f) tiovehl‘l}c l.un! dowlvu padly.
bul J : ve fog 1im radium treatment,
ut — d}nd lﬁ:‘ct oung fcllow finiched with a shrug.

* But I thought the medicos had failed to identify the disease, Phillip?”
said the first speaker, getii X is i 7. 15C0SC, Iul]np_:' '
i ed on Pl]u'llip's' agr(;n?mg to his feet, and walking away a little with

** They can’t, old man. All they se ; 5ay 1 i
be some mysterious disease contragteile{:;r i&eb err:::')’llcloi-oi:a)inldsiat lxa.‘l;i it "'"Sﬁ
of experiment they are going to try radium Creswi S
the great radium Qpcchlisct,' is gon;' d reswick, who is, as you kuow,

E f i ’ to-morrow nigh i :
thousand pounds worth of {he stuff ar 'owu- : rrow gt ‘ylth ten
guv'nor's shoulder, I don’t ?af]c“ ,itm\ﬁlluilcy are going to apply it to the
are ounly oo ready to iry evor)vt]{ing that n:)igrill::yhglol?d,ll‘mt‘l,llmiumlly’ 1
must be on hand. What with t .’ T . oor taab rcason, I
pounds worth of radium in 1hethl‘1)o§;¢l=v ’]]Ioiv}l)gltu% Wborﬁc, apd t:eu thousand
tecl casy in my mind until it is back in London o be on the job. Sha'u’t

N ?(61‘05\\t[11cl:_\\'011't stay with you then?” .

. No. Heis coming down {o put i ;
Ml)ll‘oiml(m the next d‘%'- 'l “‘\I') tt’ ;Itc? l:l'oi'lllldthw :11112 :c:zul:;;cmg Lhti fube back
old 1% - .5 koo ! * Ty W1

1dan, buthy_ou will understand “.[w I can’t go now, “'Oﬂt_]ougg-u soon,
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‘“ Of course, Phillip, I quite understand. Y am only too sorry Lhat it i
such o reason for your not coming. Give my regards to the guv'nor, ani
tell him to buck up !’

*“I'll do that, Bolh. Solong! Y have a lot to do now, and will b2 eoine i
until I leave town with Creswick to-morrow.” o

The two young men shook hands, the one making for the door, and the
other returning to his friends by the table.

‘“ Poor, Thil!” the Black Woll heard him eay.

“I am afraid his father is pretty Dbad. Can’t understand what
is the matter with him, cither. The medicos think it is something he picked
up in India when he was there years ago."

“ How docs it affcet him?”’ asked one.

“ Why, I don’t exactly know. He has a large brown spot on his shoulde:
which gives him intense pain, and which scems to be the root of the trouble.
It is accompanied by very high fever, and while he is ordinarily a mos!
genial sort of man, he becomes highly irritable when the trouble is acute.
They evidently think radium may do it some good, for Phil tells me that
they are going to try it.”

The conversation drifted off now to other subjeets, and when another ten
minutes or so had passed, the Black Wolf rcse and strolled out of the smoke-
room to the lobby.

Just as he drew necar the hall porter’s office, he saw again the young
foellow who had been in the smoke-room. e paused at the hall porter:
office on his way out to leave some instructions, and then, as he turned
towards the door, the Black Wolf heard the hall porter say:

“ Yery good, Mr. Thornton. I shall attend to it. Good-night, sir!"”

‘“ So his name is Thornton,” mused the Black Wolf, as he strolled over ¢
the desk and engaged ihie hall porter in conversation. ‘I must find oul
which Thornton.”

Then, with a genial manner, which put him down in the hall porter'
somewhat orthodox mind as a ‘ remarkable nice gentleman for a furvinuer,
the Black Wolf proceeded to pump that club servont with a skill and uicety
which brought him all the information he needed.

Mr. Phillip Thornton was onc of the nicest gentlemen one ecould meet
according to the hall porter. He was the son of Sir John Thornton, wis
was also 2 member of the club, but who was, so the hall porter was verwy
sorry to lear, very ill. Obh, yes, they had a place in town, but they lived
mostly down in the country—in Surrey, near the village of Dorcomb.

And so on, with the Black Wolf pumping skilfully, and the hall porter
innocently biting to every cast of the bait.

When the Black Wolf had gained all the information she sought. sh:
nodded to the hall porter and strolled towards the telephone booth.

To the page on duty there she said: ““I wish to have a look al the tele-
phone-book.” .

The page handed it up, and taking it across beneath a light, the Black
Wolf opened it at the letter C.

Running her fingers down the pages she finally paused at the name
Creswick, and scanning these one by one came finally to the name of “ Dr.
Hilton Creswick, 161X Wimpole Street.”

It was the only name under the list which scemed to apply to a great
radium expert, so memorising it with the address, the Black Wolf veturned
the book to the page and walking along to the cloak-room, got the hat,
coat and stick which had been left there. .

Ten minutes later a taxi was taking the Black Wolf along to 161N,
Wimpole Street: Dr. Hilton Creswick was, as the Black Wolf had been led
to think, one of the greatest radiwm experts of the day



4 THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY

Ie lived in a large and perfeetly equipped house in .\\’impolc Street, which
could only be the abode of a very successful physician. ) .

The Black Wolf conld see that as seon as he wae ushered mto the waiting-
room—a room which had been decorated with a combivation of old Japanese
armonr and Eastern curies, which alone must lmv_c cost scveral thousaunds.

A whitc-aproned maid ushered him in and took in his card to the doctor.
The Black Wolf had had the forethought to scribble on the card a few
lines which urged the doctor to see the one whose name was on tlte card on
& matter of urgency which bad brought Signor Paulini all the way from

HISY
“Jfl;\lﬁ\' as he was. Dr. Hilton Creswick could scarcely refuse such a plea,
and at the end of tem minules or so the maid returned to say that tho
Jdector would see him. ‘ )

The Black Wolf rese and followed the maid through a long corridor to
the consulting-room, where the great man sat waiting. He was short,
hearded and brisk in manner, and glanced keenly into the cyes of his visitor
ax lie shook hands.

* Signor Paulivi,” le said in Italian of faultless accent, ‘‘I am

[~ . . 0.
pleased (o see you, sir.  And may 1 ask what Ias caused you {o come to me?”

The Black Wolf leaned back gracefully in ler chair. ‘ :

It is veur name, signor, which has brought me to London,” she said,
adopting the Italian language sinee the doctor had used it. “ It 1s about
1y sister, signor. She is ill, signor, and at the advice of the doclors in
Rome 1 lost uo time in bringing her to Loundon for your advice. She looks
well, ~ignor—she cals well and she sleeps well. But, signor, she does not
feel well, The doctors of Rome cannot tell ws what is wrong.  She is
lanouid and depressed. They have tried, ob! so many different things, but
alas ! all to no goed.  They have suggested, signor, that perhaps the radium
treatment of which you are a maistro will suceced. So 1 have brought her
{o London. Can I arrange for a consultation for her, -ignor?”’ )

Dr. Hilton Creswick pressed the tips of his fingers together,

“I cannot give you any advice aboutl the case, signor, without sceing the
patient.  I'rom what you tell me it scemns that your sister must e suflering
from a speeies of decline. However, that must wait until I sce her.”

“Then you will give us your advice?'” eried the Black Wolf,

*“ Certainly, signor,”” replied the doctor.

The Black Wolf leaned forward a little.

“#he will be overjoyed to hear that, signor. I shall rush home 1o tell
hev that our wish will be gratified. And may I tell her, signor, that I may
bring her to-morrow afternoon?”’

I’r. Uilton Creswick shook his head with a smile of regret. :

T am sorry, Signor Paulini, but that will be impossible,”” he said.

“ Unfortunately, I am compelled to go Lo the country to-morrow afternoon

on a case of some importance. I shall, however, be returning late to-

morrow night, and you may, if you wish, bring your sister to see me the next

morning.  Shall we say about cleven?””

w“|:“\knd is it impossible Lo bring her to-morrow morning?”’ asked the Biack
olf.

"' That, too, is out of the question,” said the doctor. ‘I have consulia-
tions here for ihe Dirst part of the morning, and later on my engagements
al. one of the hospitals will keep me some time. I am afraid that the first
Appointnient will be for the morning of the day after to-morrow.’”’

_The Black Wolf made a fine show of regret, then with a smile of resigna-
tion, aceepted the ruling of the other.

" Then, signor, we shall be here on the stroke of eleven,’” he said. * Er—
may one ask, signor, the possible cost of the radium treatment? I am
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prepared to pay all we possess that my eister may recove
are not wealthy. and it would be a relief to know w
It all depends, signor, on the number of applications which your &istor
may require,”” replied the doctor. ‘“That is, always presumine that we
consider the radium treatment may be of benefil to her. Then, (oo, ;ll(';r(‘l'l“ .
deal will depend on the condition of health in which I find her. You wee,
.signor, it may he necessary to give her frequent applications of the radium
of only short duration each time, and then again I may decide that cno
long application will fit the ease. But, in any cvent, signor, you mnv‘ cornl
that it will not come to more than two hundred guincn:; for the tl'(‘i‘ll,lll“il;
and perhaps I shall be able to make it a little less.” o

“:_[l'. is a'mm-\'ellml:: thing, signor, the radium.” said the Black Wo!s
musingly. *“Myself, [ am so ignorant of such Lhings. I Lave understood
that it is applied in little tubes and somctimes discs, signor.  Is it possibic
that such a tiny thing has the power claimed for jL?* ° .

Di. Hilton Creswick laughed genially. Affer a somewhat trying day he
was not averse to dwelling for a little on the subject which bad become meat
and drink to him.

Ie was a masler of his subject, as far as it is possible for anyone to mastor
the mysteries of radium, and it always gratified him a Jittle to explain tho
marvels of his pet to those who expressed the ignorance and wonder ¢f the
layman.

He rose from his chaiv, and crossing to a stecl cabinet which stoad
against the wall, dvew a key from his pocket.

He opened a panel in the cabinet and tock out what looked at first sight
like a length of indiarubber. i

Carrying it carefully, he went back to his desk and sat down. Then he
hield up the article which he had taken from the cabinet.

“‘There, signor.”” he said, ““is the radium in the tube form. You sce. it
is scarcely cight inches long and less than half an inch in diameter. Yet,
in that little tube, signor, there is ten thousand pounds’ worth of radium.
Scareely believable. eh? But look!"

“Taking hold of the tube low down, he pressed his fingers against thy
rublber at the other end, and rolled it back.

It revealed a nickelled silver tube inside the rubber, on the end of which
had been screwed a little cap with two tiny holes in it.

Dr. Creswick now unserewed this cap and held the open end of the tube
under the light, so the Black Wolf could sc: into it.

“There is not much to be seen, signor,”” he said, smiling, “but if you
look closely, you can just discern what appcears to be a small tab of lead.
In that, signor, is the radium. We are compelied to keep it so because ol
the power of the rays which emanate constantly from the radium. You
can see nothing—ycu can feel nothing, signor, but yet the rays frem this
tube are at this moment coming through lead, silver, and rubber. Those
rays, siguor, will pierce several inches of steel. That is why we keep it so.
Sometimes we apply it in the form of a dise, aud then we enamel the disc
back, and cover it with silk. But ordinarily, T use such a tube as t]ns.‘

< And there is all that value in that little tube?” said the Black Wolif,
in a tone of awe. ‘I can scarcely believe it, mgnqr." .

The doctor laughed-.again as he screwad on the little cap. _

“ All the same, it is true, sig,{nor.f Ten ﬂlOllSﬂ;ld poq;;uls_!thIl; 1:(‘\"(:-6' rare

-ory valuable, signor. Therefore, we must use 1t wi are.
an‘t}-&l:&yif you treat n?y sister is that what she will have?” asked the Black
W‘.il'fllhis very tube, signor,” responded the doctor as he rose. ‘It is the

most powerful one I use.”

er. signor. but we
hat it wou!ld piean.”
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1le crossed over to the stecl cabinet as he spoke, and returning the tube
to its little hed of cotton wool, closed and locked the panel.

The Black Wolf rose.

““ Then. signor, we shall say the morning of the day after to-morrow?’*

** ] shall note it down,”” said the doctor.

With ihat the Black Wolf took his leave, and no sooner did he reach
Wimpole Street than he hailed a taxi.

*‘Phe International Club as quickly as possible,”” he said in perfect
Iaselish,

‘I'he driver started off. and ten minutes laler the Black Wolf was once
maore at the club making for his favourite seat in the smoke-room.

But this time she did not lounge and sip a drink as was her habit. Instead,
Jhe drew from her pocket a small notebook and pencil. Then, bending
forward, the Black Wolf began to muake a scries of sketches which pro-
¢'aimed the fact that she was more than an ordinarily clever draughtsman,

IMirst there was the drawing of a tube in full scale, then came the detailed
skoteh of a small cap to fit the tube, likewise in full seale. After that, a
crovs-section of cach, and, finally, the drawing of a hollow tube which cven
the veriest novice could have seen would cover the tube if drawn over it.

Not until she had rubbed out and correcied and shaded to her satisfac-
{ion did the Black Wolf desist, but when she did she had a detailed set of
drawings of the radium {ube, the cap and the indiarubber covering which
would have formed working drawings for almost any competent metal
turner. That done, the Black Wolf thrust the notebook and pencil back
into her pocket, and rising, made her way out of the smoke-room.

Ten minutes later she was being “whirled along to Hampstead in a taxi,
murmuring as she puffed at onc of her favourite Povovskys:

"“The first step is accomplished. But there is yet much to do, not the
least of which is the preparing of an ailing sister to be examined by the
aond doctor.”

Ther, with a soft smile playing over her lips, this remarkable adventuress
lolled gracefully in her seat until they passed Jack Straw’s Castle, on Hamp-
stead Heath,

CHAPTER IIL

A Delicate Operation—Ten Thousand Pounds’ Worth of Radium—
Off to London.

IR JONN THORNTON was a very sick man. TFor several years, in
fact, ever since his return from the Indian Service, he had suffered
from the same type of mysterious attacks which had put him on his °

hack this time.

Every noted specialist and a good many mediocre ones had at one time
or another endeavoured to diagnose the case, but cach and every onc of
them had Leen compelled to give it up as hopeless. .

There was so litlle to put one’s hand on. A peculiar brown discolouration
on the right shoulder was all that was visible of the disease, and the con-
dition of the pulse and {emperature of the patient were little to oo upon.

It is true that Sir Joln sufliered from intense pain when uﬁder the
influenee of the atlacks, but oddly enough, the puin was in the left shoulder
while the brown spot was on the right. ’

W wus, so one great specialist said, a reflex pain which was hard to
explain.  Be that as il may, it is a fact that the attacks had been growing
more frequent and ore serious as time proceeded. ®
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. It was now less than two months since the last attack. and on that aceasion
it -had been feared that Sir Johwm would succumb to it, so violent was it
But he had rallied, and as usual, the spot had disappeared while the i):lili
had steadily declined until it had vanished altogether.

Now he was down again, and this time worse than ever. As a desperale
resort, and with little real faith that it would do any good, the locul
doctor had suggested the use of radium. °

Lady Thornton had grasped at the straw held out, and a telegram had
becn sent to the “ Radium Wizard,” as Dr. Hilton Creswick was known.

_The specialist had wired back that he would come down for a consulla-
tion, and if he thought it advisable would administer radium to the patien:.

On receiving this Lady Thornton had at once telegraphed to her son Phil,
who was in town, telling him his father’s condilion, advising him what had
:een decided upon, and requesting him to Lring Dr. Creswick down iu his
car.

It was shortly after the receipt of this wire that Phillip Creswick walked
into the International Club to express his regret to a man who was to have
been bis host at a shoot in the Midlands.,

It was the next evening just before tea Lhat he drove his big Berlist
throngh the gates of Thorn Lodge, and sent it thundering up the driveway
to the house.

Beside him sat Dr. Hilton Creswick, who had certainly enjoyed the drive
down, and who had found in the young fellow an interesting companion.

Beneath the doctor’s fect was a black bag containing several instru-
ments, and in its own little case, a tube of radinum, containing ten thousand
pounds’ worth of that valuable clement.

Thorn Lodge was a- rambling old country place, which was a sarvival of
Tudor days. Part of it was distinctly early Tudor, while one of the wings—
the west—showed distinct traces of the later Tudor period. The front was
pure Elizabethan, and sitting as it did in a fine old park, it formed a noble
sight ag one came up the drive.

As they drew near the porch, Phil Thernton {urned to lhe doctor and
said jerkily:

“The dad’s in the west wing, Dr. Creswick. He has his own apartmenta
there. The mater will be waiting tea for us, I expect. You will have some
before you go up, won't you?"

“Will the local docter Le there at fea?" asked Dr. Creswick.

“I expect so,”’ replied Thornton. )

“ Then I shall have a cup of tea before we go up to the palient. Afler
tea your own doctor can outline the case to me. Then, after I have made
an cxamination of your father, we can held our consultation and decide
whether we shall try radinum or not.”

Phil Thornton nodded, and the next moment the car was brought to a
standstill before a fine old porch. Scarcely had they drawn up vwien the
door was opened and a small white-haired woman ran out.

She kissed' Phil Thornton, and turning from him, held out her hand o
the doctor. o

““1t was good of you Lo come at such an carly date. Dr. Creswick.” she
said.  “ You must be cold after your drive. Do come in at once and have
some tea. Dr. Morrison, our loeal doctor, is already here.”

Dr. Creswick shook hands with Lady Thoraton, for il was she, and
followed her inte the house. Phil remained oulside long enough to .s'p-.r:‘!k
a few words to his father's chauleur, who came up, then he followed the
olbhers. ) .

Tea had been laid in the great square lounge hall which was panelied in
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old oak, and which.had been hung with a medley of hunting and shooting

aphies,

! hl'.i;_,r game heads from India and Africa, shot by Sir John Thornton in
hi. younger days, spears and shields from savage African tribes, horns,
ekull=. and skins, all gave the place a barbaric air of fascination which
secmed Lo waft one at once to the far off tropics.

A huge fire was blazing in the big brick fireplace, and as the flames
licked their way upwards they revealed the blackened outlines of a
magnificent old fire-back. _

On the far side of the fire was an clderly man who rose as the others
cntered. Lady Thornton introduced bhim to the specialist as Dr. Morrison,
and when the two medicos had shaken hands, Morrison turned to I’hil
‘Thhornten and gripped his hand warmly,

Then they all sat down, and though the hearts of mother and son wero
heavy, and though Morrison, the local doctor, was also sad, for he was
friend as well as physician to Sir John, they tried to be as cheerful as
rossible.,

: But towards the end the counversation lagged. Lady Thornton stared
anore and more into the fire, and Dr. Morrison, with a meaning look at the
Loudon specialist, rose softly.

Dr. Creswick followed him, and they moved quietly down the hall, followed
by Phil,

"I will show you along to the study,” he said, ““then you can take
Dr. Creswick up yourself, can’t you, Dr. Morrison.”

“Right you are, my boy. We will let you know as soon as we have
finiched the consultation, and in the meantime you had better stay with
your mother.”

They entered the study, which led off the inner hall, and -when the door
had closed after them, I’hil Thornton went back to his mother. So did
mother and son sit staring into the fire waiting, waiting, waiting for the
verdiet which would be passed on the one who was so dear to them.

It was nearly an hour later when the door of the hall opened and Dr.
Morrison came in. Ie walked across to the pair and laid a hand on cach
of them.

T have explained the case as I understand it to Dr. Creswick,”” he said
quietly. “You have requested me to be perfectly frank with you and I
will be. Ife has made a thorough examination of Sir John and is as much
puzzled as I am over the trouble. But he is quite prepared to administer
the radium if you wish him to do so, Lady Thornton, thongh he can promise
nothing definite. One thing he does say, and that is that it cannot do him
any harm. It might do some good. What do you say?"’

Both Lady Thornton and Phil arose.

“ There is only one thing to say,”’” she replied, with a voice that shook
under the efflort to control it. * If Dr. Creswick will adminster the radium,
let. him do so by all means.”

“Then will you come up?”’ asked Morrison.

“Can I come, 1o0?” inquired Phil. ‘I haven’t seen the dad yet.””

*“Certainly, my boy, come along,” replied Morrison.

They turned, and Lady Thornton led the way through the hall to the
main staircase which led to the first floor, :

At the top she turned to the right and passed down a long corridor which
tock them 1o the west wing of the house, which Phil had pointed out to
Dr. Creswiclk on the way up the drive. Another short corridor brought
them to a door which stood ajar.

Lady Thornton pushed it open, revealing a large and comfortably fur-
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nished sitting-room, the walls of which were lined wi
more trophics of the chase.

Another door opposite them led them into Sir John's Ledroom. which
was dimly lit- by a shaded light. IIis face was just visible bheneath fhe
penumbra of the light, and as they eame in, Dr. Creswick was standing by
the bed talking to the patient. °

Now, to fulTy understand the mysterious events which followed, it is
necessary to give a brief deseription of the arrangement of the room aud its
relation to the rest of the building. '
_It has already been said that Sir John Thornton’s own Tooms were
siluated in the west wing of the house. It is known also that the sitting.-
rcom of the suite gave off the corrider which led to the wing. )

Then came the bed-room in which the patient was lying, and beyond that
a large bath-room, the bath of which was a modern Roman type, installed
by Sir John when he had returned from India for good. )

The bed-room was a very large apartment furnished in luxurious fashion.

The bed was a huge wooden affair, and the great wardrobe and dressing-
table were of the same material. )

There were two couches in the room, thick rugs in which the feet made
no sonund, half a dozen very fine paintings, and all the appurtenances which
would be chosen by a man of taste and the wealth to gratify it.

Looking out upon a large garden, which broke away in a triple terrace
lo- a wide stream, were two IPrench windows. They gave immediately on
to a balcony which protruded over the windows of the room below and which
was at present used as a Dbilliard-room.

This balcony had a wrought-iron guard rail which extended round both
ends, for this room alone did the balcony serve.

I'rom the balcony to the garden below was a matter of twenty feet or
so before the turf of the terrace. Beyond the stream which ran at a
distance of perhaps a hundred yards, the park proper extended, then came
rough woods and finally the boundaries of the estate.

At the moment when Dr. Hilton Creswick, Dr. Morrison, Mrs. Thornton.
and Phil Thornton entered the bed-room it was exactly six o’clock in the
evening.

Outside it was already dark, and a slight mist was hanging over %
stream. One of the French windows was partially open with the heavy
green biind half drawn down.

The other window was closed and the blind of it drawn down ihe full
distance. Both windows were provided with thick curtains, but they had
not yet been drawn, . .

The window of the bath-room was an ordinary casement window, and did
not open on to the balcony. Nor did the windows of the sitting-room.

The bed on which Sir John lay extended from one wall of the room out
into the room with a space of perhaps six feet Letween the side and the
windows. .

Against the wall between the twoe windows was a_small table on which
had been placed the different bottles of medicine which were being used.
Then, on the other side of the bed, was a small night table on which stood
a shaded clectric light and a few other articles for the sick man’s use.

Several easy chairs were placed about the room aud a tabourette or Lwo
completed the arrangement. . .

Such was the room when the great specialist entered if.

The disposition of the occupants was as follows, Sir John was. of conrse,
in the bed. Mrs. Thoruton and Phil were standing beside the hed on the
side farthest away from the window. Dr. Creswick _:m(l Dr. Morrison were
on the other side of the bed—the side nearest the window

th Looks topped by
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11 will be reczlled that Dr. Creswick had kept by him the small black
haer which contained the {ube of radium, and now while he stood beside
the hed he laid it on the floor close {o his feet. )

Ie placed & thermometer beneath the arm of the patient npd method_lcaﬂy
took the pulse. e mentioned the {emperature to Dr. Morrison, who jotted
down the figures, then taking up the black bag, the specialist opened it.

I'rom its bed of cotlon wool he took out the tube of radium—the same
tuhe which he had exhibited to the Black Wolf at Wimpole Street.

Laying {he black bag on the floor again he hauded the tube to Dr.
Moirison, who exaumnined it with prefessional interest.

Then le handed it acrcss to I’hil and his mother to cxamine—for il is
nat every day that one has the opportunity of seeing o much wealth in such
small compass—and they in turn passed it back to Dr. Creswick.

The specialist laid it on the table behind him—the table which stood
against the wall between the {wo windows until he had prepared the patient
for the application.

The preparations were of {he simplest order. First Sir John's shoulder
was bared and thoroughly sponged with a solution which Creswick had
hrought with him.

This conzumed some five or six minules of time---and mark this carefully
—though when he had finished the job and turned to replace the botile of
«olution on the table from which he had taken it he noticed somewhat to his
surprise {hat he had spilled a little of the liquid on the jacket of the
patient’s pyjamas and this he bad not remembered doing.

When the boltle of solution had been recorked he took up the tube of
vadium, which it will be remembered was covered with a jacket of india-
rubber.

While he laid this on the shoulder of {he sick man close against the
pafch, which was the only visible sign of the disease which Sir John had,
])r.} Morrison took up a reel of wide adhesive tape and cut off about cight
Hieney.

When the tube was in position, Dr. Creswick placed the adhesive tape over
it in order {o hold it in position, then he drew the pyjama jacket back
info place and fixed the coverlet beneath the &ick man’s chin,

Jt was a very simple process after all.

When this had been completed he picked up the black bag, and, turning
to Dr. Morrison, said:

" Now, Dr. Morrison, as I told you, I should advise the tube being kept
on anlil ten o’clock to-morrow morning. You might then remove it and
have it refurned to me at once, since I shall need {o use it al the hospital
to-morrow afternoon. T needn’t remind you of the value of the radium in
that tube and the necessity for guarding it closely while returning it to
London. By the way, what arrangements have you made for returning it?”

Dr. Morricon looked across at Lady Thornton and Phil.

“We have talked that over,” he said. ‘‘If it is uite impossible for
you {o stay the night and take it back to London yourself, we thought the
hest. plan would be for I'hil 1o take it up in the morning to you. I myself
will sit up with the patient to-night and will be here until the moment
when I take the tube off. Phil will, of course, motor you back to London
to-night if you must return.”

_ "I should like to stay,” replied Dr. Creswick, “ but I have a consultation
in London te-morrew morning atl eleven. and must be there for it. I think
if you—and he looked at Phil—bring the tube up in the morning it wil.
be all right.  And if, will be as well for you to remain here as you suggest,
Dr. Morrison. | am departing somewhat from the usual course when I



























































































































