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Our
ROUND TABLE TALK

A breezy chat on fopics in general, conducted by the Editor
and Edwy Searles Brooks.

*4—++++—¢»+ < e e - 4

The following letters from readers have
been received Tdwy Searles Brooks:
Molly Bradford® (Eastbourne), “An Old
Reader 7 (Leeds), Roberf E. Brimley (Rams-
gate), Waiter Webb (Birmingham), Horace
G. Pryke* (Chatham),  Evelyn S, Higgins
[(I5.2), Arthur E. Angus (Shefheld), David T.
Richards (Whitchurch), B. Smith (S.E.17),
Ralph Clarry (Toronto), Edward James
fawrence (S.E.15), F. Lewis (N.W.1), AL E,
Charles (Pictermaritzburg), John W, Rich-
ardson (Oxford), John R. Fearn (Blackpool),
. William Howe (Codnor, Notts.), John G.
Statham (Birmingham), Irene Mary Ran-
dall** (Sandwich), Jimmy Fletcher (Leeds),
flenry Cathcart (Glasgow), Pamela DPeters
(S.W.9), Reginald T. Staples ({5.E.17), I
iI. Haves (Worthing), Peter Mortis {Lon-
don, Ont.), Alfred C. Hodgkinson (Poles-
worth), B. Mitchell (Wakefield), Percy Dann
‘(Eastleigh), Alfred Seward {Reading), Leslie
Tarrow (Boston), Rosemary Thornley (Pres-
ton), Norman R. B. (Manchester), Sam Pole-
voy (E.2}.

#* * . i
Yours is the kind of remark one likes to

see in a reader’s letter, Molly Bradford: L
am proud to say that my mother and father

and my sister read the famous book.” You
will, of course, recognise the sentence, as 1t
has been quoted from your letter. Other

veaders will know that the “famous book "
is none other than the Old Paper. It is very
gratifying to know, Molly, that when you are
Jonely you turn to the St. Frank's yarns,
and even more gratifying to hear that your
loneliness then vanishes.

#* #* %

Augustus Hart is as much alive as ever,
David T. Richards. He is in Study T, of the
West House, with Justin B. Farman and
Owen major. DBut, like many other lesser
lichts of the Remove, he seldom, if ever,
gots mentioned in the stories. It's his own
fault for being so unenterprising!

# £ *®

Vou are wrong about Gore-Pearce, Trene
Mary Randall. “The name is not “Gore,”
but Gore.

Tirnest 8. Holman is wondering if FLord
Dorrimore, in search of a new thrill, is train-
ing for the Schneider Trophy Race this year.
As a matter of fact, Dorrie has recenfly
acquired a wonderful high-speed ’plane,
especially designed for him by The Manners
Aireraft Manufacturing Co., Ltd. It is quite
possible thai he is thinking of competing for
this tremendous high-speed race—and egually
possible that a story on this subject will
appear in the Old. Paper at the appropriats
time.

* * E 2

THere is a reader—(i. Dodd, of Birmingham
—who raises an interesting point. He says:
“T am a pretty regular reader of the NELSON
LEg; in fact, I get it most times every week
when I can get it.” Now this elearly in-
dicates that ‘G. Dodd sometimes goes with-
out the Old Paper, although he actually
wants it. His remedy is a very easy one—
and that is to give his newsagent a standing
order, instead of trusting to luck. Too many
veaders are prone to wait until Wednesday
and then go to the newsagent on the off-
chance.

Stanley Johnson wants to hnow what make
of motor-cycle Vivian Travers owns. Well,
Travers bike is a B.S.A.. It is quite true
that Willy Handforth’s monkey, Marmaduke,
has nob appeared in the stories until recently,
but Marmaduke is scarcely a *character "
who ean be featured regularly.

£ 7
* % = # =

Here is a quotation from Arthur J. Miles’
lotter: I think T am childish to write this
lettor. I am twenty years old, or shall be
this week. What do you think of it?
Would you, if you were my age, write to a
person you only know by name, yet acceph as
a friend, or aren’t you so silly ?” Tt is nof
a question of silliness at all. The Old Paper
is written for readers of all ages and both
gexcs. So there can be no question of
childishness in a reader of twenty becoming a
correspondent. His letters will always ba
welcomed, in common with those of il
others whose interest induces them to write.




The Invisible Night Hawk Attacks an Invisible Airship !

The PHANTOM FOE!

& thiling mystery and sdventare serial

By
JOHN BREARLEY
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Phut; phu-ut; phut! Softly their
silencer-guns spoke to the bandits ; but the
lead they slung was hard and red-hot. At
the first volley, one of the Phantom’s men
inside the car clutched tigerishly at his
breast and toppled on to the head of an
outside man, pinning him half-unconscious
to the ground. Iis companion died with-
out a sound across the bullion-boxes. As
for the others, they dropped in their
tracks, one with his gun half-drawn, the
other helpless with a box in his arms,

“Cease fire IV TFeet pattered around the
derclict gold-ear. “Got ’em all; no, look
out there, Nobby—that bloke’s moving.
Sock him one, quick!”

The half-stunned man, feebly pushing
his dead eonfederate aside, was trying to
pull a gun. Trying was as far as he got,
for to the sound of a sharp thud, he finally
collapsed, AIf Jenkins, as grim and as
tough a fighter as ever lived, examined
the others and grunted.

“You blokes shoot too straight!” he
grunted callously. “Ne’mind, we've got
one of them for the chief. Lively now;
sling him into our car and hook it. Th’
coppers can pick up the gold later—and
these guys, too!”

Back to their Daimler glided the Kittens,
bearing the unconscious prisoner in their
midst. A self-starter whirred, the motor
purred into life. All told, the venomous
counter-attack had not lasted two minutes,
but the Kittens were not anxious to stay
for praise and publicity. They were off
home, as guictly as possible.

Bat, as the car swung round and headed
back for London, Jenkins leaned out with
a flarc-gun in his hand. A bright green
light gushed into the air. And, at the
signal that everything was all right, the
inscrutable Night Hawk up above swung
into action himself,

T NELSON

A Duel in Mid-Airk

LL this time he had been waiting,
A under slow-quivering wings. But he
had not been idie.
At the first flicker of the Yellow
Gas, even before it touched the road, he
had clapped a pair of goggles to his eyes;
goggles copied from the curious purple
anti-actinic glasses taken from one of the
Phantom’s gangsters the night of the Bel-
hampton Bank raid. And, sliding them
over his eyes, he had been rewarded by a
sight that filled him with fierce triumph.
The Phantom Foe was in the trap!
Previous to donning the goggles, the
heavens had been dark and blank. But
now, high above him and poised directly
above the armoured car, hung a great air-
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ship; steel-hulled and slender, like a long
cigar; surrounded by an aura of faint
viclet light. The Phantom’s airship; and
no longer invisible.

Heedless of what was going on beneath
him, the Night Hawk swayed in his con-
trols, staring upwards with intent, gleam-
ing eyes. By way of & test, he took off
the goggles and instantly the airship
vanished as though it had never been. The
moment he slid the glasses back again,
however, therc the graceful menace
hovered, motionless beneath whirling heli-
copters,

The sight was uncanny: ghastly almost.
But it proved his theories to the hilt.
Bathed outside and in by ultra-violet
apparatus, the Phantom’s ship could sail
screnely through the sky by day and night,
completely invisible to the naked human
eye. Only when anti-actinic glasses were
donned that reflected the ultra-violet rays,
could she be seen, as the sun’s eclipse is
seen through a smoked lens. All the
scientist in Thurston Kyle granted un-
willing admiration to the clever rogue who
had discovered this modern sceret of in-
visibility—a secret that mankind had
sought for ages. But his resoclve to give
battle never weakened.

Slipping the goggles off once more, he
was just in time {o witness the whirlwind
arrival of his Kittens, watching their
storming rush and brief decisive attack
with iron satisfaction. Then at last came
Jenkins' signal. With a swift jerk at his
helmet and a silent swing of his wings, the
Night Hawk streaked aloft—straight for
the faintly gleaming airship right above
him.

Iike a shell from a gun, he flashed
through the air, a strange, fantastic and
terrible figure. This was his second attacl
on the ship, and there would be no
blundering 1n the dark this time. The
curving windows showed plain in the steel
hull, glistening, unprotected targets for
his initial onsiaught. Once they were
shattered, his grenades would pour
through, filling the interior with death
and destruction. And after them, streams
of lead from automaties that rarely missed.

This was to be the finish of the Phanfom
Foe. Wrapped no longer in invisibility,
his airship became an easy prey to the
unseen hunter without. The Night Hawk
flung himself level on raeing wings,
swerved, flattened out. The giant scemed
to have taken alarm from the fruitless
raid below and was swaying uneasily, as
though uncertain which way to flee. The
Night Hawk, a bare hundred feet away
now, attacked savageiy.
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